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<"^ . WHfeN first," says Pltttarcti, ** t api^ied myself to the writing of the80 
Kvesy it vms.for the sake of others ; but I pursue that study for my owa 
ttdvautage, availing myself of History, as of a mirror, irom which I learn to 
adjust, and regulate my 6wn conduct ; for it is like living and conversing 
With these illustrious men, when I ihvite and receive them, as it were, one 
after another, under my own roof; wh^n I consider how great and illustrif 
ons they were, and select from dieir lives the most glorious and memorable 
circumstances { a greater pleasdre than which,** continues he, '< the Gods 
can scarce grant us, or a more effectual method for the regulation of our 
morals.''— If a Heathen could find such powerful incentives, to morality ia 
the lives of illustrious Pagans, how, much stronger inducements must the 
examples of departed Christians afford to their survivmg brethfen, to walk 
worthy of their high vocation. The dangers they escaped, the opposition 
they met with, the difficulties they encountered, the numbers, if ministers, 
Ihey were the means of rescuing from etenud woe, the dty of habitation^ 
whither, firee from all care and tofl, and trouble, they have been at 
length safely conducted by the Spirit of the Most High, and the vdtnesses 
they thence are to the tmtl^, and fiiitl^fhlness of Jehovah, are wo man/ 
motives to make us lay mide every^oeif^f and the sin wkkh 90 taaUy beitts u$, 
and to induce us to run wUk patience the r«u» 9et brfore tu, lookinf^unto Jesus 
who ie the anther md tkeftnither qfwr faith, Tis only he who has planted it 
in so unkind a loil^ who ^ causa that &ith^ f» floqiilh. Thf^ fottowffs 
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|0f the LomK bave so Many principles in comHi<Hi, th^t those of one age 
appear closely connected, and intin^tely ac<|aainted with those of each pre* 
ceding, whose biography they have learned. They seem, whUe eati^ the 
same spiritual food at the banquet of eveftasting love, and dewing the waters 
of refreshing ~ grace, from the inexhaustible fountain of eternal life, to be 
living and conversing with ope another though separated by centuries, 
and ton«;nes, and nations. They will always find something to interest, to 
animate, to sympathize wkh ; nay, to instruct, to edify, to encourage them 
in the lives of those especially who were eminent in the Church of God. 
The Poet finds evei-y thing to interest bim^ in Itomer, Virgil, and Milton ;: 
the Limner in Apelles, Raphael, and Reynolds; the Statesman in Pericles, 
Mccenas, and Chatham : the Warrior in Alexander, Caesar, and Wellington ;. 
and will it be too much to add that the Christian should be animated, en- 
couraged, and improved by forming himself upon the model of tlie dis- 
tidgnished Prelate who is the subject of these momoire ;■ of the Doctors of 
the Reformaiioo, and of the noble army of martyrs, none of whom*" counte<£ 
their Eves dear unto themselves, that they migljt finish their course with 
joy, and the ministry which they receiv'ed of the Losd Jesus, to testify the 
Gospel of the Grace of God." 

To select tlicn the most memorable eirciiihstances of his life, we com» 
mctice according to custom, with the birth of Archbishop Usiier, which 
took place in the Parish of Saint Nicholas, in the City of Dublin, on the 
fourth day of J'anuary, A. D. l^So— a day much to be prized, as on it» 
Heaven ga^e to earth, one of the most valuable and useful characters that 
ever gracedour orb, a day more worthy of grateful, and religious obser* 
vdnce jtliaii many whicli have l)een appouited . in our Calendars, to be kept 
boly,~His father^ Arnold UshQT, who was descended from an English 
fahiily of the name of Neville, which had long since emigrated to 
. Iielaiul, was one of the six derks in the Irish Chancery, a man^ 
of talent .al$o^ and of learning. One of hb ancestors had been Usher 
to King Jolm, from wnich situation, a» was custo^iai*^ then, he derived* 
that name, whiclt afterwards continued as the distinctive appellation 
of tlie family. His mother's father, James Stanihnrst, was three times 
J^peakeroflUe House of Commons in Ireland, Kecorde/ of Dublin, and 
iNlastcr in Chancery 4 he was also the first who had the honor of Ynoving m 
Pai r^meut fbr the foundation of an University in Dublin. To tliis Bdi 
Oueen Elizabetli readily assented, and gave her royal patent to effect the 
execution of' tU^ design. From this University, while yet in its infancy, - 
fonnded by tjic exertions of his Uncle, our Author shone forth as a star of 
tlie 6rst magnitude,' a brilliant omen of its subsequent renown in the annals 
of literature. He learned the rudiments of his native torigue, and how ta 
read it, from two maiden aunts, who were blmd from their youtti. While 
tJicy were thus engaged in iystructing their nephew, in the princi- 
ples of langitagre^ they did not omit to brmg before his infant mimV those 
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)»if]>jept! whieh were of Xhe ipost momentous consequence to his imperishaibU 
90ul. fiein^ themselves, enabled by the grace of God, to behold wonderful 
Ikiog^ out of his law, they felt exceedingly desirous that he also should 
perceiye tliem. Dr. Parr has recorded of these women, that they possesse<l 
fuch ** in^ojpiparable readiness in the divine oracles, 4hat tliey were^ either 
•f them able-on a sudden to repeat any part of the Bible" — so^great was 
their love of that inestimable volume, altho' deprived of sight ! Usher re^ 
auuned under the tuition of tliese eicellent instructresses until he arrived 
MX the age of eight years, at which period he was sent by his father to a 
jchool then opened by Mr. James FuUerton.and Mr. James Hanuiton «-These 
gentlemen havmg been sent over by King James, to secure his interest her* 
^mong the Protestant Gentry, thought it necessary to assume the prOfossion 
fii School Masters, to conceal their real purposes. They were both in tim<^ 
knighted foj their services, and Ifaniilton created Viscount Clandebois. 
From these extraordinary teachers he obtained a much better edncatiou 
than what his countrymen were then accustomed to receive, as leami.« was 
to much neglected from the convulsed state of the country, during so long 
a period. Ije hence esteemed the arrival of these pci-sons in Ireland as a 
circumstance most providential for him, and often referred to it as a signal iiv 
stance of the loving kmdness pf the Lord. To them be truly owed all that 
extensive learning, which h^ afterwards found so effectual and powerful 
a weapon in his polemical contests. He made now a very rapiQ and uncom- 
mon progress in Latin, Rhetorick and Poetry, ^nd was considered by his 
masters the best and most promising pupil under their care. So exceedingly 
captivated was lie by th^poetic muse in his youth, that it was then imagined 
lie would have remained her constant votary. But he soon founj it impractica- 
ble to remain ui her service, and attain thai proficiency in useful learning,, 
which he deemed it necessary ro^acquire. Altliough he thus repressed his pro- 
pensity for the rehned flig^lits of Poetry, " as not suitable to the great end of 
his more resolved, serious, and profitable studied, yet", continues Dr. Parr, 
** he always loved a good Poem that was" well and chastly writ" In ad- - 
mh-ing those poems only, which wene recommended by their chastity as well 
as by their talent, his example ought surely to be iimtated It is a 
sad refiectiou that so much talent has been perverted, so much time sacri- 
ficed, and so much wit exerted to ^dorn obscenity, lascivipusness, gnd im- 
morality with all the' bewitchmg graces of abused Poetry.. 

While we. thus trace, in the iutcllectaa] firmament, the incipient dawnings 
•f one, who afterwards completed his course with such sph ndor, we should 
■ot forget to mark the first promise of liis no less brilliant appearance in th« 
moral heavens. We are informed by Dr. Bernard, that his conversion to God 
took place at the age of ten years throngh the instrumentality of a Sermon, * 
which he beard preached froin the first verse of the twelfth chapter of the 
|tomans ; ** I beseech you therefore brethren by the mercies of God, ^at 

A 2 
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you vrtscnt yopr bodies a Uv&g sacrifieey holy, acceptable onto God, vhicli 
is your reasonable service.'' It may appear strange to those, Who are them* 
selves strangers to the covemmt of promise, to hear the conversion of a 
child spoken of ; ^ben, accordin<^ to their apprehension, h^ was innocent $ 
but when, according to Revelation, be in common with every other son of 
l^e All ,« was shapen in iniquity, and conceived in sin." They doubtless are 
ignorant of this important truth of revealed religion, that *< unless a man be 
born agsdn he cannot see the Kingdom of Heaven f unless a new creation of 
the ^hole man take place within him, rempving the natural enmity of his 
heart against the divine Being, correcting the evil propensities of his nature, 
ind enabling lum to acp.ept the free, unmerited salvation propounded in the 
Gospel. N 

Some manuscript notes of M^ter Perkips, wliich have sipce been printed, 
en the sanctifying'of the lord's Day, i^ade so powerful an impression on his 
mind, that during the remainder of his life it was bis constant care to observe 
it as he ought. About this time he read in ^tin Saint AuguKtine's meditations 
(thos^^ rather which are attributed to him,) which so exceedingly^^flected 
bhn that he often wept as he perused tliem. So great a loss as Satan had 
iastaineh in him, could not long be brooked without some attempt at 
nscue^he accordingly exerted every nerve to effect this diabolical pur- 
pose — every means was resorted to, ta bring liim back to his allegiance to 
the '" Prince ^of the power of the aii'-^and every attempt made to suppress 
the growth of this tender plant, as well when the shades of night caused its 
bead to droop, as when the returning sun again invigorated its suspended 
charms. Not only were various modes of terror invented to affright him in ' 
the course of his daily avocations, they were suggested even .in dreams by 
night. The ardor, with which he had embraced the pursuit of godliness, it 
was thus hoped,^ would be early checked, and his timid mind be dissuaded 
from a course, which however pleasurable, appeared to them to be only 
encompassed with danger. Notwithstanding all these wiles, he remained 
atedfast and immoveable. Persuaded, that he was unable of himself to 
overcome the adversary, he applied, by prayer, to that glorious being, froii^ 
whom cometh every good and perfect gift j and he found grace, proportion* 
ed to his need. He who is mighty to save, delivered him In his distress — 
the attacks of his enemy were violent and frequent; but they were opr 
posed by invincible power — they soon ceased— the storm subsided-^a wel« 
tame calm succeeded, and an unusual degree of cohort and support was 
administered from on high. This cu-cumstance continued hidelibly impressed 
rpon his mmd, as might well be supposed, during his whole life* 

When the Evil One found his machinations were onsuccessfnl, and that the 
young christian warrior could not be inthuidated by the sudden terror^ 
which cometh by night, as the Almighty One was his defence, his shield, 
and his strong tower rooiut abcnt him j ha endefivoiircd oacf port to allnrf 
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btm into Ms service, with the bait of pleasure. Some of hii companioiv 
tanght him to play cards, with which he found himself «o delighted at firsl^ 
that they interfered very considerably with bis studies. But the spuit of 
Jehovah, which ever kee]^eth his own from falling, shewed him the sinfiil 
tendency of such a practice, and it vras hnmediately discontinued.* 

In 1693, having arrived at the a;e of thirteen yean, he commenced Ha 
academical studies, being still under the direction of hit former preceptc^*^, 
Hamilton, who had sinqs been elected a Fellow of the yniversity. Under 
the tuition of this Gentleman he contmned to make a remarkable psofieieney 
hi ^he vanous branches of Academical learning. ^ << In « survey of the 1 



* It may not be uninteresting to add here an anecdote of a celebrated Me- 
taphysician, extracted from Mr C. Buck's anecdotes :—** Mr. Locke having 
been introduced by Lord Sbaftsbury to the Duke of Buckingham and Lord 
Halifax, these >three Noblemen, instead of conversing with the Philosopher, 
aik might naturally have been expected, on literary subjects, in a veiy 
short time sat down to cards. Mr. Lock, after lookuig on for some tiBie» 
pulled out his pocket-book, and began to write witli great attention. On^ 
of the company observing this, took the liberty of asking him what be waa 
vn>iting. '^ My Lord," said Locke, *' I am endeavouring as &r as poMiU« 
to profit by my presehjt situation i for having waited with impatience for 
the honor of being in company with one of the greatest geniuses of the ag^ 
I thought I could do nothmg better than to vmte down your conversation ; 
and indeed I have set down what you have said for this hour or two*** 
This well timed ridicule had the desired effect, and these Noblemen full j 
sensible of its force, .immediately quitt» d their pkiy, and entered into a ' 
conversation more rational, and better suited to the dignity of their 
character." To tliis quotation we may add the 75th Canon of the Church of 
England, as it refers to this matter, and as some of our Ministers are not 
very scrupulous in obeying its' injuctions :— ** No Ecclesiastical Person 
.shall at anytime, other than for their honest necessities, resort to any 
taverns, or alehouses, neither shall they board or lodge in any such placet* 
Furthermore, they shall not give thf niselves to any base or servile kiboor, 
•r to dfink 6t riot, spending their time idly by day or by nighl, playing at 
dice, CARDS, or tables, or any aiher unimful g^ftetj b^t at all timet 
convenient they shall hear or read somewhat of the holy Scriptures, pr ihafl 
occupy themselves with some other boniest study or exercise, always doini; 
the thmgs which shall appertain to honesty, and endeavouring to profit tho 
Church of God ; having a]wv[t in mmd, that they ought to excel all othem 
in pnrity of life, andsboirid be examjJes to the people to Hve well and 
«hristiau]y, under pain of Ecclesiatticiil centoreiy to bi ktfBctcd with strt* 
ll^ acradSpg tf tl^ qnalitiea ^f their t(fiq^co,*; 
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•imady^ says Doetdr Aikin, '* there is natliing more euiious and ioslru^^Mi^^ 
Ifaan to trace the circninstances^ which may have given the primary turn t# 
Ihose pursuits, by which an individual has rendered himself distingu^idied.'^ 
"We find the first incentive to Usher's future fame, as an Historian in thai 
celebrated passage of Cicero, nescire quid antea ntUns $i8 aeciderity id est, 
mrnpeiF tsu fmerwm^ (to be imacqu^Bted with the occarrences of the worid 
ptevions to your birth is to remain i^ways a child.) His mind was so ex» 
tremeJy impressed with the importance of this sentiment, tliat he immediately 
commenced Sleidan's work, 4e qmaiwf mpenHs, on the four great numarcfaics 
of die woi4d« and from that time be became conthraaHy engaged m histon- 
«al and'«ntiquarian researches* At fourteen years of age be began to col* 
lect materials, from the various historical books he was in the habit of con- 
suiting, for lus celebrated work of ann^ When he was but fifteen, he 
had drawn up a ChnmicUofthe Bible, as farai the 3opk of Kings, di^Seong* 
only from that he afterward^ published, by some additi</bs, andapm-al|el 
Chronide of the Heathen World. 

Wheti he was in bis fifteenth year he became a communicant at the table 
•f the Lord. From this period to the close of his benevolent and active life, 
it was his nsnal habit to exercise himself in private meditation, strict exanii^ 
fwfioii, «nd penitential humiliation of soul before Ood for sin. *^ I have,*' 
says Dr. Bernard, ^ heard him ?peak of a certain place near the wat^rside^ 
where he often resorted to recount his sins, and vrith floods of tears to 
ponr them out in the confession of them; the first of which he found sff 
pleasant to his soot, that he thirsted for all occasions for such a sequestration, 
and so nsusJIy on Saturdays in the afternoon it was his custom.** — It is much 
ta be desired, that even older christians, than he then was, imitated bun u 
this useful practise* and were at devoted to the service of their master. 
** It cof t him,'''^^adds the same writer, " many j| tear, that he could not l)> 
siore heavenly minded at that sige»'' 

While yet an under graduate it Collejare, he met, among the HomiuitttI 
w»th <' StapeUon's Fortress of Faith,** in which antiquity is confidently daim- \ 
edfortiie Roman tenets, and the Protestant sentiments on the contrary, 
charged vrith novelty^ ^^Me was so persuaded of the truth of Tertutlian's 
sentiment, vemm i^md cunqke primum, aduUerum quodcuiiqw po§ta<his, that 
what is first i^ true; andtliat what is subseqaently introduced is needs impure ; 
lie resolved to peruse the works of the ahcient fathers himself, conceivmg; 
as was indeed the case, that Stapletou snd his party had misquoted those 
veneraWft writers-ronot indeed that he regarded their opinions as decisive, 
when those opinions w^re incompatible ^th scripture, the only fountain of 
tfjith— but he considered them of importance in ascertaining the received 
< notions, and unjfonn ^practise of elder times, when apostolic precept and ' 
apostolic example were yet ftesh in.the memory of n|Miny« Respecting the- 
^tberi we may rtasonably adopt the sentStiMutt of Mr. MjddlttoB ; <J it is 
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. :^ becomey^^he obserresi << a Asfalon to tieat the Others with contempfy-aHi 
to cry oat upon all tests in rdigion. But it may be said with Dr. Cave, in hia 
life of Clemens Alexandrinnsj that though the good and pions men of ancient 
tittles were coa'finutiily ei^gkge^ in ireice clispates, MTith Heathens on the onf 
ilcle, and jfews on the other, they did not alway og0oTo/xwy, <itM* thi word <jf 
iru^ or^, in some nicer lines "and strokes of it ; yet their piety as miich 
^wMceMedtke pro^^sskKi of this age, as tiiis age can pos^y go beyond 
them i& learning. Tfaeydid^ndt eonsider religion as a set of notioiB, nor 

^ live upon it to feed thdr speeukUioiu ; but ttey ** put on dnist," lived Chri^^ 
wUked with Mm, and Tor his «ake, << loved not their lives onto death.* Ttej 
kli^w much of the pother of godliness^ and dw^t less upon theybrm : and io 
this way, the^ miderstood religion much better than those, who ebmi^ed 
It^only as a machine for splitting of hairs, without bating tu^ real enjc^ 
tBentofifslife and sWeetness.* 

When however he was seventeen yean of age, be bad read many of th# 
lathers, and many writers npon practical and political divinity He det^r- 
mined, if his health and life were spared, to read all the writings of thtv 
lathers ; wlii^h task he commenced when he was twenty years old, and 
^ompleated it at thirty<^ght, allotting to himself a d^y portion : vritk 
which he^permitted no avocation to interfere. 

In ,1596 be took the degree of Batchelor of Arts, fiiid'hl two years aflor 
be distinguished himself as respondent in a philosophy aet whicfa was gives 
by the College in honor of the £arl of Essex, ob«4us arrival in Irelann m 
Lord Lieutenant. In the perfomance of this office he it reported to bavjii 
manifested a remarkable degree of talent and genius. ^ 

While he was thns arduously engaged in theological studies, and devout 
preparation for the important calUng of the Christian Ministry, his father 
veiy anxiously urged him to embrace the study of the common law, ani 
pursue it as liis professional employment; to this advice he appeared ex- 
tremely averse, but he would notwithstanding have complied with it, froqi 
his sense of parental duty, bdd not the immediate death of his fether 
, rendered him his own master. Being eldest son, the family estate, which 
was of no inconsiderable value, descended to him. In the disposal df 
this property, tliat noble magnanimity, for which he w;!s distinguished, and 
that zeal in his master*s cause, which never left him, were very remarkably 
manifested. As his estate was involved in much litigation, burdened with 
the fortunes of seven sbters ; and as so much care, he' tliought, would 
interfere ^ith his literary labours and theological studies, he resigned it to hia 
brotlier, reservmg for himself only so much, as was necessary for his mainte* 
nance in College, and tlie purchase of books. Being thus divested of aM 
worldly cares, he entirely devoted himself to the acquirement of learning, 
40id of such general knowledge as would render him Jtaott useful to the Cburcii 
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till 

^6oif in promating theMlVation of meh^ and pnttin^ td tSffti tht armlet 
ofalieitt. ' 

When only eighteen or nineteen yean of age he was comidered the mosf 
proper person to contend with Henry Fitz-Symmon^, a learned and daruig 
Jestiit, who was at that time a prisoner in the Castle of t)nbluly and who 
had challenged the greaie$t and tHost learned champUm m the amtrwenies 
ieitetem the Rmniak and Reformed Ckurfihee^ to contend with hun This 
Challenge Usher alone was found competent to accept. He accordingly 
came forward to oppose this mighty boaster. A public disputation ensucMJ 
l>ctween them on the subject of Bellemiine'sxiontroTersieSy which was ft be 
Continued one day in every week ; but the wily Jusoit soon found Usher's 
irit too strong, his arguments too forcible, his skiU in disputation greater 
tiian he imagined; and therefore after the second conference he declined 
the combat, left the field of battle to \^e vanquisher, and fled inglorioosly. 
Vhei^Mr. Usher found Fitz-Symmonds resohrcd to renew the-contest he 
wrote him the following letter : 

*t I was not purposed, M^. Fitz-Synunoads, to write nnto yooy before 
ytfu had first written unto me concerning the chief points of your religion, 
as at our last meeting you promised. But seeing you have deferred tiie 
tame (for reasons best known to yourself,) I thought itnoi amiss to enqmre 
ibrther of your mind concerning the contmuation of the conferrence. betwix^: ^ 
U8, and to this lam the rather' moved, l^canse I am credibly informed cf 
certain reports, which I could hardly be persuad^ should proceed from 
one, whoprelended.so great love and affection for me. If I am a boy (as 
it hath pleased yon very contemptuously to name me) I give thanks to tKe 
Jjord^ that my carriage towards you hath been such, as could minister no 
jfust occasion to despise my youth.' Your spear belike is, in your own con- 
ceit, a weaver's beam ; and your abinties such, that you desire to encounter 
With the stoutest ahampioD in the host of /sr 0^2 ; and therefore, like the 
PhiUstine, you'contemn me as being a boy. Yet this I would fain have yon 
know, that I neither came then, nor do come now unto you, in any confi- 
dence of any learning that is in me (in which respect notwithstanding, I 
diank God, I am what i am) but I come in the name of the Lord of Hosts, 
whose companies yon have reproached, being certainly persuaded, that 
even ont of the mouths of Babes and Sucklings he was able to show forth* 
his own praises ; for the further manifestation whereof, I do again earnestly 
request you, that setting asuie all vain comparison of persons, we may go* 
j[»lainly forward in examining the matters, that rest in controversy betweeir 
us. Otherwise I hope yon will not be displeased if, as for your part you 
have begun, so, I also, for my own part, may be bold, for the clearing of 
myself, and the truth which I profess freely to make known what hath already 
passed concerning (his matter. Thus intreatinp yon in a few lines to make 
known onto me yonr purpose in this behalf, I end > praymg the Lord that 
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it 

%.o^ tUis and all otiter eaterprues, that Me take ia Iiand, may be to ordered, 
ias fmy most make for the advancement of his own slory, and the kb^dom of 
^f his sod J csa& Christ. 

Tuut ad uras usque^ 

JAMES tJSHER. 

The humility to apparent in thi^ l6tt^^; and at the same time the strong 
confidence manifested toward God, that he would assist . him in defence of 
the truth against Jesuitical subtility, is a noble testimony of his character, 
^ of one zealous toward God, and experimentally acquainted with that 
knowledge of God, which is eternal life, and without the piossession of 
>rhich, zeal is vain. No answer has beeti found to tliis letter, no stibsequent 
conference took place; nor is there any mention made of it, unless we ex- 
cept a vain, fais^, and pompous description by Fitz-Symmonds in tht 
preface to his SritanonUtchta. ** ^ No one** says be, ** wonld behold mt 
atanding boldly above them, neitlict wOuId any regard me challenghig thim, 
with a voice load as Stentor's, in tlieir very entrenchments and strongest 
holds. Once indeed a lad of eighteen years of age camie to me, with a 
trembling voice and timid aspect — a youth of wisdom riper than his yearly ^ 
but of a dispositiotl not yet corrupted, as his appearance indicated. I am 
tme^ttain whether he ins Veiy desirous of popular applause (>r not, hft 
certainly evidenced a great avidity to dispute on tlie most abstruse subjects 
of divinity, although he had not yet Completed his course of philosophy, or 
arrived at manhood> however I bade him bring me an l^>pointment fiom his 
own party, whereby he would be declared a fit and proper combatant, and 
that then I wonld Commence a disputation With him. But as they by do 
means considered him liforthy of 90 great an honor; so, iti like manner, he 
did not again deem me \Vorthy of his presence." — Dr. Parr observes that 
Fitz-Symmonds living to know oUr author better, terms him acath^licorum 
4o€tistimuSf the most learned, not of Heretics, but of Non-Catholics^ ** a 
lender expression truly he adds from a Jesuit."' 

A. D. 1600, he tv^ appointed Proctor, was chosen Catechatical Lec- 
turer in the University, took the degree of Master of Arts, on the Ash- 
Wednesday of the same year, and answered the Philosophy Act vri.'h much 
credit to himself. It was on this memorable day the Earl of Essex was be- 
headed ', the Reader will remember that only two years had now elapsed since 
&at lU-faced Nobleman vras present at the performance of a Philosophy Act, 
•nhis arrival in Ireland as Lord Lieutenant, in which Usher sustained the part 
•f Respondent, Sic tnmsii gloria mundi ! Such is the transitory nature, of 
wordly honor! and such the uncertain tenure by which prespericy is gaaran* 
tmi te man ! 

B 
. ' . / 
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Abottt th^a time Ife, «&d tW6 mhtt ymmg «ea i«ere leled^d iVMi| asdiy 
the Students of the UniTenity, to deliver weekly Lectures on Divinity «• 
CUiri^t Church, which was then regularly attended by tlie Viceroy and hi» 
Household. The reason why this measure was resorted, to was, that 
l^eacliers were tlien very few in number, and ,the famine of the word waf 
^ery great Mr. Richardson a native of Cheshire, and of the same year witit 
tTsber, who was afterwards l>. D. and was consecrated B|shop of Ardi^i;fa^ 
A* I>* 1653, pn the preferment of Bedell to Rthnore, was appointed ti 
expomid the prophecies of Isaiah on Friday & Mr. WaUh, afterwards D. D* 
Ivas to go throogh a Body of Divinity on the morning of Sunday $ and it wat 
allotted to Mr. Usher on the evening of the same day, to explain the nature 
•f the controversy existmg between the Protestitnts and Papists, for the 
•atisfectaou of the hotter more especially. He performed this task '^ S9 
perspicuonsly," observes Dr. Bomard, *' always concluding' with matter of 
eiliortatioo, that it was much for the edification of Protestants, which the 
tlder sort of persons, living in my time, I have heard often acknowledging*" 
He wasnotkmgliow/^ver engaged in this manner, for considering himself 
•oly a Probationer l)e refused to continue tliese prselections any longer, as 
be was yet nnordamed. But the remarkable ability with which be dis- 
charged this duty, made his friends and superiors extremely anxious that 
he should enter into the miuistry inmiediately, for they all hence thought 
the Lord had need of htnu He was accordingly ordained, although under 
canonical age, by hv* Unrle Henry Usher, tlien Archbishop of Armagh, cb 
the Sunday before Cluristmas, A. O I60i. On the following Friday, which 
was a day particularly appointed to implore the b)essing of lieaven on the 
operation of our forces against the Spaniards, and happened also to be the 
day on which we were so signally victorious, he preached publicly f<Jr the 
first time after his ordination, betbre ttie Court, from Rev.iii. '^'fliouhast' 
« name that thou livest, and art dead.'' He was soon aflerwardt 
appointed afternoon preacher to the State, at Chri^ Church, Dublin. 
At this time the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland, gave directions t* 
the Protestant Ministers of Dublin,^ to disperse themselves through the 
difTf rent Churches, and by their Sermons to end^^avour to communicate all 
necessary information upon the subject of Religion to the Pupisis, wlio had 
begun since the defeat of the Spaniards at Kinsale^ to conform to^lhe statnte; 
which required theh* attendance at ChufCh ckiring divise service. Saint 
Catherine's Church was allotted to Usiier, as the scene of his first Moors 
among the Romanists. It was his custom to draw up the Sern^on which ht 
preached on one Sunday in the form of quesdons,and answers for the aueceed* 
fng Sabbath, when many persons of rcspectabiKty used vohmcarHy to repeat rim 
response^, before the whole Congrej^ation. This plsin was foipad to be very 
beneficial, its useful results in this instance canse«t it to be nniveisal^ 
Mopted throughout the conotryy and the I^pists flocked evcrj where m 
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grWiiamb«rs to attend to tills novel medium of instmerioa, which was rt- 
florted to for their benefit* Bat snddenly the operitio^s of the Statute wer« 
•oipeadedy the power of the High Commission was no longer exerted to en* 
tfbrce its oliserv^uce, and Popery with aH its evib, was again permitted to 
, return and destroy the (air hopes, which were eiite:tained of an early and 
abundant harvest in the Lord's Vineyard. Tbis circumstance could not fail 
fo excite the attention ofUsher^ and aeeordingly, in the coi^rseofhisduty 
at Christ Chdrch, he preached a Sermon against toleration to^ Papists 
fi-om the fourth chapter of Esekiel, aod th^ sixth verse, '* Thou shalt bear 
the iniquity of the house pf Ji«da!i forty days, I have appointed thee each 
day for a year." He made a particular application of this denunciation of .tha 
prophet to Ireland ; ^ (mm tiiis year, said he, will I reckon ,tli« «in of 
Ireland, that those whom you a^w embrace shall be your ruin, and y^Hi 
shall bear theu- iniquity." After the lapse of furty years, the ftebellioa* 
it^ 1641 broke out, the country was dtlu|ed with cifil ¥rar, and manj 
thousand Protestants were murdered. Several people, who had heard 
\am preach the sermon abov6 mentioned, and were aUve at this mc 
morable time, when Ireland was thus ^^nvulsed by internal stni(j^ies» 
regarded him as no mean ptpphef.* This circumstance and others of a 
•imilar nature, whi^ merely iadicated the discernment of a wise and 



* It is a remarkable circnmstanee, that George Browne, who was conse- 
arated Archbishop of Dublin in 1535, and was the first of the Irish Clergy, 
who renoimced the errors of Popery, preached a sermon also in Chris^ 
Church, Dublin, before the theu Lord Deputy, in which he made semeobscr* 
vations' respecUng the Jesuits of a simih|r prophetic natiu^ with that 
mentioned above, wliich Usher made respecting the Papists. On the first 
Sanday after Easter 1551, when the Liturgy of the Church of England was 
4rst publicly res^d in Irehmd, Browne preached from ^sl. cxix. 18. ** Open 
thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous- 'things out of thy law/ In tha 
oonrse of this sermon he observed that the order of Jesuits which had lately 
fprong up, would deceive^many-=-would assume tlie various forms of Heathen, 
Atheist, and Jew to ascertain, and thus overturn tlie intentions, and minds 
of each, — ^Would spread over the whole world, — would be admitted to tha 
eouacils of Princes, and gain their confidence — but tiiat God in the end to 
justify his law, would cast them otf suddenly, — by means ot[.thosc who most 
mccoured them, and made most use of them, would cause them to ha 
adious to all nations,-~and would make tliem a greater by-word than tha 
Jews, being more slighted and having no resting phice. The .'<ermou will 
be- found at fiiU length in the H^rleian Miscellany, Vol 5, Page 566, aod 
also in Sir James WaiVs Annals, vid. p. 159, of English transbitien, priiitt4 
^tublm, A. D. 17«5» 

B 2 
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judieionf tivmd, i«(m gave riie to a wo|4c coBtaining a coliecUoii, of iif 
prophecies aiid entitled de prediciionibut ilsmiu Pr* Smith has censure^ 
these sunnise^ of our author; but Middleton in bis Biosrraphia EvangeUca 
luis well observed, ** tliat such kind of predictions being only a judicious eon- 
^'jecture ^nd for^ight, it seems more to tbe»purposeof his character, that ii^ 
^ this passage of his Sermon,, he put the non toleration of Popery upon the 
<' intolerant persecuting spirit of that rehgion, dissuading a toleration thereof 
^ upon leasouA of danger to tlie State, and not solely upoi^ itsidolatry**' Great 
cause indeed would Ireland have had to rejoice, if' the Government 
then, and since, had s^dopted the liue q( ^ondpct, which Usher re-* 
commended. 

4 circumstance which occurred at^his^period, and to which perhaps we 
can find no precedent in the annals of military transactions, furnished him 
with a species of employment most suitable to his^fee-ings, studies, and 
taste. The English army, which defeated the Spaniards at Kiusale, ahxioui 
to'Tcndor the country a literary, as well as military service, generously 
subscribed the sum of Eighteen Hundred Pounds to purcliase a library/ for 
the University in Dublin. Dr.Cb«l!oncr and Mr. Usher were selected to 
effect the worthy purposes of these literary warriors. This appointment 
afTbrded him an opportunity of visiting the sister ^land, of considting many' 
books, and manuscripts, which in Ireland were beyond his reach, and which 
were requisite for the prosecution of those researches, in which he W3« so 
industriously engaged. On his way to^the metropolis of tbe British Empire/ 
he stopped at Clicster, and visited Mr. C:hristopher Goodman, who was 
Professor of Divinity at Oxford, in the reign of Edward VI. who had rendered 
some useful services to ."iir Henry Sidney, when he was Lord Deputy of 
Ireland, against tbe Papists,* and was a« this time lying on his death-bed. 
Bernard says he ofteq heard Usher repeating the grave tqtse sayings, which this 
venerable sage used on this occasion, a^d WQod^ that he was much delighted 
with his entertaining stories. On their arrival in London they became acquaint* 
ed with tlie indefatigable Sir Thomas Bodley ; this gentleman having laid asido 
his depiomatic character, was now assiduously engaged in procuring for the 
University of Oxford, that magnificent library, whicli has since so deserved- 
ly perpetuated his name. Uslier, Challoneri and he, being engaged in the 
same pursuit, were mutually useful to each other ; and the hbraiies res- 
pectively collected by each indisputably attest tbeir uncommon knowledge, 
of general literature, and their remark able zeal and mdnstry in eifcctui^ 
the purposes for which they were deputed. 



• Vid. Wood's Atheniae O^uitfeases. 
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A.D. 1696, Arihbislitp Loftos,* wb« vfu ClMUMlUr»f Ireland, aa4 
vbo wai ^e first Provost of Trinity College^ DwbliD, probably fr»a| 
a real value for his character, . and esteem for his worth, as Usher 
liavuig been the first Student, he was from this' circumstance able t# 
appreciate his value, j>re8ented him with the ChaDcelU>rship af St* Patrick's 
Cathedral, Dublin. Tliis was t< e only benefice couterred on lura, until, 
he ^a^ advanced to the dignity of Bisi)bp. We may lake this opportunity 
of remarking that the manner in whidh he filled the one situation was not 
different from the conduct he pursued i^^r he had been promoted to tha 
•ther* His cleiical duties were commenced by diUgence in preaching, and 
activity in his other ministerial. functions, they were continued also, an(| 
Mded in a similar n^anner. His situation did not oblige him to preach, bat 
a sense of t)ic high obligation he was under, as, by appointment, the oste*? 
sible spiritual guide of so many souls, coRf trained him constantly to direct 
the floek, over which Christ had made him overseer, to the great Shepherd 
of the sheep, the Saviour of sinners, the only refuge from impending mhs, 
'wr the wrath to come. It was his uniform practise to preach every Sondaj 
at Finglass, the living from which he received his profits, as Chancellor of 
St. Patrick's, unless sickness, or some extraordinaiy occasion occurred <• 
prevent him. He also endowed that Clwrch with a Vicarage. 

In the same y^ar also, he sii,^n visited tl|e metropolis of the British Empire, 
for ihe purpose of cxamming, and purcbasmg such luanuicripti, pind worku 
,as were necessary for him to consult \a reference to English History, in th« 
investigationof which be was tlien enj^ged. During hjs stay m England at ' 
this time be fo^ed a very intimate friendship with Sir Itobe^t Cotton and 
Mr. Camden, the two celebrated antiquarians of that age. ,The latter 
was at this time employed in puoiishing a new edrtion of his ** Brittania/* 
to which he was enabled to make many important additions from tlie infoiv 
mation he received froip Usher respecting the ancient state of Ireland, and 
the history Qf Dublin m particular. The assistance he thus obtamed from 
the venerable subject of this naiTative he respectfully acknowledged, accom* 
panied ^itli this tribute of esteem for his many usefid acquirements, that 
'* in variety of Judgment and learning he far surpassed his years." 

He proceeded Batchelor of Divmity m 1607, and was chosen professor of 
Theology the same year to the University where he received bis education. Ha 
continued to fill the chaur of divinity, to which Jie was now appointed, thirteen 
years, and delivered there many courses of polemical lectures, which wereafler* 
wards collected ui to three manuscript volunies, bu^ which ar^nqw anfortanately 



« Isabella, dau^ht»r of Archbishop Loftas, wa) mvried fit Si)* WHSam 
psher^ third ca^fiin to thesabject af this w§mak. 
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lott. They <^14efly had reference to the Romish controversy, toward which, Uk 
that age, the eyes of the r^igions world were almost wholly directed. The 
intensity of their attention to this object was too great to be of long dura- 
tion. Too calons a disposition began to prevail respecting tlie evil, and 
Popery though decidedly hostile to tlie dearest interests of Christianity, and 
the State, has i^ince been permitted, with the countenance of many who 
bear the name of Protestants, to acquire strength foTf and direct that 
ttrengtii when acquired in otkmiv^. operations against the vital energies of 
oar Churcli and Constitution. Its enmity indeed to the latter has never 
ceased^to attract observation. But as men are nniformly disposed to be "^ 
more tenacioiis of what appears valuable on earth, than of those, matters 
which being inseperably combined with our iuture destiny, are of most 
importance, the exertions of the Romanists against the State have much more 
jealously been regarded, than theh' exertions against religion. Occasional 
attempts were indeed made to deprive the Hydra of its heads, but the 
ctrong hand ef power always deemed it too Herculean a lat>our to sopprest 
the growdi of others in their room. In the intrepid (Jsher thi^ dread had 
no place. It was accordingly his unwearied endeavonr to induce the pnoer* 
Aat be to exercise the authority with which they are invested ^fiif th^e^j^ecq* 
tion of wrath upon evil doers. 

In 1609 he wrote his treatise on Hercnagh and Termon or Church lands^ 
which were formerly appropriated to the Chorepiscopi, (Ecclesiastical 
Officers who were subordinate to Deacdns) which th< ugh free from se- j 
cular impbsts were yet subject to Episcopal levies, and were then ft 
matter of much litigation. This was considered i very learned dis- 
quisitioo, and was fraught with much critical research* As it referred 
to the Corban kmds of Engkmd, as well as Ireland, it was sent by lum 
An mannscript, to Bancroft then Archbishop of Canterbury, and was by 
bim presented to King James. Sir Henry Spelman was mdebted for his 
information on this subject, to what he extracted from this treatise, he pub- 
listied it in the first part of his glossary, and mentions i\\t source from whence 
He derived it in the following words, '^ « thus copiously," says he, <\havc I 
obscrred a light, which that renowned Pharus of }he learned world, James» 
Bishop of Meath, kjndled for me " In lus preface also he makes a general 
acknowledgment to Usher, Cotton, Selden, and Dr. John WilHams, Bishop 
of Lincoln, and Lord Keeper, for thecommnnirationsbe received from ^ro, 
and stiles them *^ the eminent himinaries and patrons of literature.* General 
VaUancey published this tract of Usher's in VoL 1. of his Collectanea Hibtf* 
nica, A.D. 1787, from Usher's own-MSS. which is still prtervedin the College 
Library, Dublin. 

He again visited England in 1609, was considerably noticed atConrt^ and 
ence preached before tiie household.. He also at this time formed many 
literary friendships, especially with Sir Henry Bourgchier, sAerwards £ar| 
tf Bath; Sir Uehry ttaTiUe, l^nry Briggs, the ^st who was appointed 
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professor of Geometfy at Oresham Odnece, and wIm aftetwards was thafitsf 
SaviUan Professor of the saiie seienee at Oxford, John Selden the celebratei 
Barrister, John Datenant, afterwards Bishop ot' Salisbfnry, Samael Ward* 
Ins most constant and intimate corriespondent, and who was aOerwardt 
Presid^t of Sl<biey CoHege, and Thomas Lydhit die Cfaronofoger onwhoal 
lie prevailed to reside in Dablin, Who was afterwat-ds nrarried to \ik 
Orace*^ ^ster,and for whom he procnrcd apartments^ m the Unrvefstty. Froitf 
this time it'became his conslant practise to pay a triennial visit to England 
in order to prosecute his literary pursuits with the greater facility. He 
generally divided his time between Cambridge, Oxford, and London; 
occupying himself chiefly at the principal libraries of those places, and 
mostly remaining a month at each. 

The FeilowB of Dnbhn University vnanimoarfy eitcted iiim their Provost 
In 1610, when he had attained the timtieth year of his age. This ardoMit 
'imtiiighly faoneui^aW office lie tiSMigbt proper to decline, as the arrangement 
^Collegiate property, then involved in ma< h difficaity, and the undivided 
attention which other collegiate duties deman led, would have coaaMerablf 
Interfered with tlie diligent prosecation of personal learning, by engaging 
Inm almost exclusively in directing the studies of others. He was principally 
employed, at this time in coUeotiog fh>m the Fathers, Councils, and Churdi 
Bistory, sndi extracts as were requisite for tlie completion of hb'Theologiea 
^ Bibljotiieca, a work which tlie Irish Rebellion at first, his annals next, and « 
death afterwards prevented him from finishing. This work was to have con* 
taitaed an e^abt account df^the various writers on Theolpgy in former times, 
the precise periods at which they severally flourished, the character thek 
works deserved, what works attributed to liiem wcre^ genuine, wta* 
spurions, as also an ample statement of the doctrines and rites of tiM 
anctf^nt Church, llie collections he had made for this purpose, be oommitteA 
en his death bed to Dr. Langbaine, Provost of Qneen*s College, Oxford, 
'•^ his dear friend," as ha then called him, ** and the only man,'' he theft 
"declared,* on whose learning as well as friendship he could rely to cast them 
Into such a form as might render them lit for the press.** But while Dr. 
Ziangbaine was engaged in fulfilling these last mjuctions of his revered 
friend, he was himself summoned by ^ tlie Higli and Lofty One who in* 
^ftbitetfa eternity,^ to appear in an eternal world. He had transcribed the 
Primate^ manuscript, in order to complete the marginal quotations, 'whick 
lad suffered consfderably by the inroads of muscipular foes, whom we may 
-consider as confederate with hb popish adversaries* Tlie mice endeavoured 
to destroy wliat the Romani^^ts wonld, with equal willingnesi», were it in their 
fMHver, liave annihiiated too. Truth was never friendly to their canse^ 
end it hat e^'er been their study to conceal it In the performfmce ef 
this ardooBS task, Dr. Langbaine was employed, during a very severe 
reason, in the pnblie Library at Oxford, and thus contracted a cold, wli^ 
iati«iately pmeed Ihe oeeaiion of hts death hi Fel^nary A*D. t65r, <" to the 
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if^^f/uyA^ Br. Fw ** •f aH g»od nien.* Dr. Fell, afUrwardi tuSktp ^ 
Oxford* eadeavoiired to cxMniUete tho9C bretchei^ which Langbiaine had »• 
vnfortumlely been prevent^ firom accomplishilig ; but they ttill reoiaiB 
imperfect, and the rnipabliahed- transcript is yet in the Bodleian library. 
.The orifinal mannscript ih Usher's own writing was, when Farr wrote, in tht 
IftMsession of Dr. Stillhigfleet, Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral, Lotadon. 

When be wa» in^ the tbirtj^jtenoud year of his age, he was admitted to th« 
degree of D. D. by Dr. Hampton, then Archbishop of Armagh aild ChaOr 
cellor of the University of Dublin. He selected for the subjects of tlit 
termoDs he preached on this occasion Dan. ix. 24, on tlie seventy weeks, 
And Rev. 3pc. 4, '* I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them : and I saw the souls of thCm that were |)eheaded for 
. Ibe witness of Jesus, and fo» the word of Gk>d, and wh>kh' had not worships 
ped the lieast, neither bis image, neither had r^eivcd his mark upon their 
fereheads, or in their hands : and they lived and reigned with Christ % "^ 
^bousand years*** 

In 1613, belnein London he published his first treatise at the royal presi^ ' 
entitled GraiiMsiiruB QuaiimtB de ChrUiianarum Ecclesiarum, in OccidentU 
prasertim partibus, ab Apostolicis temporibusudnostram usque atateniy couiinua 
, Muccessione et ^tatu, IlUtatica ExplicaHo, This work was dedicated to King 
James, by whom it was regai-ded as a very excellent peiformance. The 
4e8ign of it was to prove, that Christ always liad a Church on earth a»- 
corrupted with Popish errors, and that the reformed and primitive Churchy 
•xactly corresponded with each other in' their sentiments Kcspectiug divine 
truth, and their opposition to the unscriptural dogmas of the Remiiii 
Hierarchy, The firrt part ef this work comprised all the intervemng period 
between the sixth century, and the accession of Gregory VII. to the 
]^ontiticaJte in tlie tenth century. The second part waft brought down- to 
the year 1270. He also had resolved to publish another part embraeuEig tht. 
ages betwpen this ^ra and the Refoimation, but his papers relating to it 
were unfortunately lost, at the time he was pilla^d of his books and 
nanuscriptt in Wales, as will hereafter be related. It was Usher's intentio* 
to have published the whole in a perfect form^ after the publication of hit 
Uncle StaniliMrst's* answer to the first part, lliis he mention* in the 



* Richard, Stmdhurst after the death of his wife settled in the Low 
Countri^, and was ordained there. He was appointed domestic Chaplaia 
to the Arch-Duke Albert, and the Infanta Oara Isabella Eugenia, After 
the i^pearance of his nephevr's work he poblisbed an epistolary premonitum 
at Paris, annonncip^ a future controversy with Usher. Hit death, which hap- 
pened at Brussels ui 1618^ prcveated the contest. Usher in a letter, wkioh ha 
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Toltqw ing passage extracted from a letter of liis to his Brotii^r in-law Lydiat, 
vvkleU may be found in the 6Stb page of Parr's collection,'' There Ls wanting 
for the accorapliehment of the second pai't, an hundred years stury ; -which 
defect in tlic contiouat ion of the work is ,by me su^^lied. I pnrpose to 
publish the whole work together much augmented : but do fast expect the 
publication Df my Uncle Stanihurst^ answer to the former, which i hear is 
since his death sent 1o Paris to be printed. I am advertised aUo, that even 
now there is come out at Antwerp, a treatise •of my countryman Christopher 
de Sacro-Bosco, De rens Ecclesia Inveaiigatione, wherein he hath some 
plain dealing with me. Both these I would willingly see before I set out 
my Book anew *. that if they have justly found fault with any thing, X may 
ai;0end it ; if unjustly, I may defend it :'* an excellent rukf says Dr« Aikid, 
for a controcefsialist, but one, it may be added, which is seldom adopted ; 
Ibr men mostly defend themselves^ as well when their positions are proved 
to be erroneous, as when candor must admit them to be correct, ^n this 
year too he entered into a matrimonial alliance with Phcebe, the daughter of 
hb early and valued friend Dr. Luke Challoner. This Lady was an heiress 
of considerable fortune, and her father on his dying bed, implored her, 
never to connect herself with any other person, if Dr. Usher should propose 
for her. This last parental Injunction was not disregarded. She and Usher 
enjoyed a very considerable portion of conjugal felicity during the protracted 
period of forty years, at tlie conclusion of whidh she Idlt the aged cliamp!oi# 
of religion, and literature, to fini/sh Iiis course alone, without the comfort or 
support of his long loved companion. He soon followed her however t« 
the blissful abodes of the blessed. Only eighteen monllis elapsed betweea 
the death of each. They had only one child, and that' child a daughter, 
Elizabeth, who was afterwards married to Sir Timothy Tyrrel, K^.* 



wrote bun when he was at Louvam, and which is the first inParfs collection, 
expresses mnch affection toward him, and intreats bun to procure s«« 
veral rare MSS, and Books for him, and to send him some writings, which 
Stanihurst himself wrote, and fiublished. 

* Dr« John Miltiei* in his tour through Ireland, asserts that an ** im- 
mediate decendant*' of Archbishop Usher's, the Rev. James Uaher, <' be- 
taking himself to the controversy, carried on between his ancestor, and 
Fitz-Symmonds, was so overpowered and convinced by the arguments of th# 
latter, that he abandoned the religion in which he had been educated, and 
Embraced that of the aincient Church." He cannot have been Usher's tm- 
mediali descendant f as tfsher had no son, neither is it possible he could have 
ttedied the controversy carried on between biiancesterand Fita-Symnends u 
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A. D. 1615, a convocation of the Clergy was assembled to arrange niatterr 
relatiye to the Irish Church. At this convention the Iri&.i articles of Re-' 
ligion were drawn np by Usher, according to an order of the Synod, of 
which he was a member. It has been asserted that tliese articles did not 
accord with those which were adopted 'by the English Church ; but it is by 
BO means probable, that the then Lord Deputy Chichester w6uld Jiave been- 
ordered by King James to si<?n tliem in his name, if they really weie con- 
sidered heterodox, or contrary to the sentiments of the English Reformers. 
James was too good a theologian to be thus imposed on. Their agreement 
^ay appear fully from a just and impartial comparison of each with each,' 
and from this circumstance that the Synod of 1635, at the same lime that 
they adopted the articles of the Church of England to prove their cou- 
formity with them, still publicly retained the articles, 104 in n^miber, which 
were promulgated by the »Syuod of 1615. As these articles decidedly 
inculcated those dofctrin;es, which are usnally called calvinistical, but 
which were in fact embraced by all the reformed Clmrclics,* his enemies, 
for enemies he had in common with all those who living godly in Christ 
Jesus, profess the truth in its nnadnlterat^d simplicity, represented UinT 
as a Puritan to King James.-f liut the blessed God, wlio oausetii " all 

^sno where extant. This account, if true, would only prove the decided 
camity of the human heart against God, which, as in this instance, so obstinately 
r^ects truth, and embracer falsehood, although the one is pourtraycd in all 
its loveliness, and the other depicted in its native and repulsive deformity. 

♦ In i>roof of this assertion consult Mathias^s " Inquiry into ^he Doctrinef^ 
•f the Reformation, fc^." 

'f ^Dr, Parr has published a letter dated 24th October, 1620, addressed » 
to Dr. Usher, from Emanuel Downing, an Iiish Clersryman, to prove tliat 
the term Puritan was at that time indifferently applied to all pious and ortho- 
dox mhiisters, to injure them in tbe estimation of King James, by whom* 
thc Puritans were not regarded with any emotions of love. In this 
letter we are informed, that the Priests fliiding they could « no longer 
prevail with their juggling tricks" adopted a new device : " They *1jave 
jDOiv,* says he, ** stirred up some crafty Priest^ who very, boldly rail 
both at ministers and people, saying, they seek to !«ow thii damnable 
lie; €»y of Puritanism among them j which word though not miderstcod ■ 
Init only known t« be most oi^us to lus Majesty nvakes. many afraid to joiu 
tben.selves unto the Gospel." To prevent a greater mischief ** be rccom- 
mendfi a petition to be prciiented to his Majesty, to define a Puritan, whereby 
the mouths of those scoffing enemies would be stopped, and if his iHajesty 
be not at leisure, that he would appoint some cood men to do it f^r him." 
Definition of terms bu .bt^n mach rgcommended by Mr. Locke, to «on- 
trtvertialiiti. 
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things to work togetlier for good to them who love him/' caused con- 
.tiderablc advantages to accrue to him frdm the impotent malice of his 
accusers. For Usher having occasion to visit England about the latter end 
of the year 1619, the Lord Deputy and Council of Ireland, bein'g fully 
sensitiie of the scandal, gave him the following recommendatory letter 
to the Privy Council of England : • 

May it please your Lordships, . 

The extraordinary merit of this bearer, Mr, Dr. Usher, prevaileth with 
us, to offer him that favour, which we deny to many that move us, to be 
recommended to your Lordships: and we do it tlie rather, because we are 
desirous to set him right in his Majesty's opinion, who it seems hath been 
informed, that he is somewhat transported witfi singularities, and unaptness 
to be conformable to the rules and orJers of the Churclu V;'e are so far 
from suspecting him in that kind, that we may boldly recommend him to 
yoiir Lordships, as a man orthodox, and worthy to goveni in .the Church, 
when occasion shall be pi;^ented. And his Miijesty may -be pleased to ad- 
vance him; he being one that hatli preached before the State here for 
eighteen years : and has been his Majesty's Professor of Divinity in tho 
University these thirteen years, and a man who has given himself over to 
his{>rofession : an excellent and painful preacher, a mod^t rhan, abounding 
in goodness : and his life and doctrine so agreeable, as those wlio agree not 
with him, are yet constrained to love and admire tliem. And for such an* 
one we beseech your Lordships to understand him ; and accordingly to 
speak id lii» Majesty; and thus with the remembrance of our humble 

jiuties we take leave. . 

Your Lordships most humble at command, ' 

AD. LOFTUS, Chanc. John k^ng, 

j„i, . OLIVER ST. JOHN, HENRY DOCWRA, 

WILLIAM T0AMENSI9, WILLIAM METHWOLjJ, 
DDD, NORTOW, FRA. AUNGIERS. 

From thiblinf the 
last of SepL 1619 r 

When this character pf Ushet had been t-ead, King; James sefnt for him, 
4nd after a long interview, in which he conversed with him on several 
learned and religious subjects, he was 99 remarkably satisfied with 
him, h^ ended by exclaiming, " Tlie Knave Puritan is a bad man ; 
but the Knave's Puritan is an honest man.*' The Bishoprick of Meath 
WJis at this time vacant, and King James to express his hlgli opinion 
•f hinij withont any applieation froih any quarter, vdlnntarily nominated 
hhn to it ; and wjb afterveards in the constant habit of boasting that 
Dr. Usher was a Bi^op of his 6wn marking. His C<mge d'Eslhre was 
•eat over immediately, and he was efebted to thb §ee by the Dean and 

c 2 
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Chapter. Qn t!iU occasion he received the followin«; letter fr^tn |he Lor^ 
Deputy, addressed to Pr. James Usher, ^isl;op Elect of Mcatb. 

My Lorrf, 

' < I thank God for your preferment to the Bishoprick of Meatli : 

His M^jest^f therein hath done a gracious favour to his poor Church here : 
^herovis none but are cxccedinc: glad that you are called thereunto ; even 
some Papist^ themselves have largely testified their gladness of it. Your 
l^rant is, and other necessary things shall be scaled X\ is day, or to-^morrow ; 
I pray God bless you, and whatever you undertake, so I rest 

^ Your liOrddhip'a most affectionate fiiend, 

OL. GRANDISONE. 

While he was yet delayed iu Fngland, and before he was yet consecrated, 
a Parliament vFas convened at Westminster, on the (i^st^day of February i 
16f 0. The following passage, extracted by Dr. Parr fi om his diary, relates 
some circumstances which occurred at this time. ''^ I was appointed by the 
House of Parliament, to Preach at St, Margaret's, Westminster, Feb. 7, 
The Prebends claimed the privilege of the Church, and their exemption 
from Episcopal Juvisdiction for many hundred years, and offered their owii 
service : whereupon the House being displeased, appomted thje place to be 
at the temple. I was chosen a second time ; arid Secretary Calvert, by the 
appointment of the House^ ?poke to tl^e King that the appointment of the 
House might stand : The Ring said, ilt was very well done. February 13, 
being Shrove Tuesday, I dined at Court ; and betwixt four and five I kissed 
the jiLu)g*s hand, and had conference with him touching my Sermon. He 
said, I had charge of an unruly fiock, to look unto the next Stmday. He 
asked me how Itnought it could stand with true divinity, that so many 
hundred should be tied, upon so short warning, tio receive the Conimuniou 
■pon a day,. all could not be in charity, after so late contentions In the 
House : many must needs come without pr^aration, and eat their own con- 
ilemnation : That himself required all his Household to receive the com- 
munion, but not all the same day,i unless at Easter, when the v^hole Leiit 
was a time of preparation. He bade m$t tell them, I hoped they were all 
prepared, but wished they might be better. To exhort them to unity, an4 
concord : To love God ^rst^ and then their King and Country: To look t* 
the urgent necessities of the times, and fhetmiserable state of Christendom, 
with Bis daf, qui cUo dot, (He. donbly gives, who gives with speed.) Feb. 18, 
iiie tirst Sunday ip Lent, I preached at St. Margarcft, Westminster, to 
them ; and February 127, the House sent Sir James Perrot, an^l Mr. Draka 
to give me thanks, and to desire me to print the Sermon, whicli was done 
aq:ordingly ; the Text bemg upon the first of the Cor. x. 17. »« For we 
heiiig many, are ene Bread, and om body ; for we arit all partakers ef tha^ 
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^ue Brenil»'* The covmumpn of Sai/Us here spoken of, he comidercd iu tv?q 
points of view, the fellowship they have with the Body laid down in th^ 
pt^mn^f and the fellowship whiph they have with the Head laid down in 
the end of tite verse. Iu explanation he qoot^ the following passage 
«f t John i. 3, ** yiiat wJiich we have seen and heard, declare we unto yoa^ 
tlmt ye also may have fellowsliip with us -, and truly ouf fellowship is vrith 
tlie. Father, ^ind his Son Jesus Christ.'* Let t^eui therefon;, he^adds, that 
walk in darkness, brag as much as they list of their f;ood fi^Uowship : this 
blessed Apostle assures as, that such paly as do walk in the light, have 
fellowship one with another ; even as th^y have fellowship with <j«od, and 
his Son Jesus Christ, whose blood shall cleans^ them frpm all sin, and to 
what better company can a man com(t, than *< to the general assepibly and 
Church of the first born, &c. Hi^. xii, 23, i4." No fellowship, doubtless, is 
c(imparable to this Communion of Saints. After tliese obsermtioBt h# 
enlarges on believers partaking of one Bread, as a proof of their being ont 
Body in Clirist, and every one members oae of another, and dechires the 
use which we are to make of this wonderful conjunction, to be two f<Ad : 
1, << That there should be no seism in the body, i, That the members should 
have the same care one for another." Having considered the union of the 
Members of the Body with each other, he next considers their union i' vritk 
the Head, even Christ, who is the main foundation of this heavenly union. Out of 
him,** says he, *' there is nothing but confusion; without him we are nothing bijt 
disordered heaps of rubbisli, by him it is that we being many are one Bread 
and one Body, being all partakers of that bread spoken of in the precedmg 
▼erse ; the Bread which we break is it not the Communion of the Body of 
Christ^ He next examines the meaning of the word Bread, as comprehcndiof 
not oily the Bread •/ tke Lordy but ^so the Lord kinuelfj the living Bread which 
came down from Heaven ; and then regards the Sacrament in the first place, as 
sjrmbolical and relative. Under which head he considers it as havmg a twofold 
relation to the thing signified, the one of a tiffn, the other of a seal When 
speaking of it as a seal he makes the following admirable observations: *' He 
that tiath in his chamber the picture of the French King, hath but a bare 
sign, which may possibly make hun think of that Ring when he looketh on 
it 'y but showeth not that he hath any manner of interest in him. It is 
otherwise with him, that hath the King's great seal for the confirmation of the 
title, that he hath unto all the lands and livelihood, whicfarhedoth enjoy. And 
as here the wax that is affixed to thosft letters patf.nt, however for sub- 
iitance it be the very same with that which is to be tound every where, 
yet being 4\^)iilied to this use, is of more worth to the Patentee, than all the 
wax in the conAtty beside : so standeth it with the outward element in the 
Qiatterof the Sacrament. He proceeds next to coaMder the< inward thmg 
signified: ^rst, wA^f^ H is we receive ; not only the benefits which flow 
from Christ, but Christ himself; we ar partakers of Christ, and members of 
)iis )K>dy ; secondly hew, and in vrhat manner we receive it, it is spintoally, 
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** the qiddkenhg spirit defending downward from the Head, to be ib a» ^ 
fountain 6f Supernatural life ; atid a (kd^y faith wrought by the sawe tpitk^ 
*icefidifig fVom tis upwatmJ, to lay fast hold upon him, who having by 
Ihimself purged onr sins, sitteth on the right hand oC the Majesty on high," 
Having insisted on thb union of the Membets in the Body and to the Head, he 
tiext very copiously enlarges on the members being disunited froni those who 
^ere not of the same body, the necessity of their being dissevered, especially 
from Idolntors, which he proves the Papists to be, and enters minutely 
into the idolatry of the Roniish Church ; after which he concludes. 

The Lord Bishop Elect returning the succeeding year into Ireland, wa» 
then consecrated there, by the Lord Primate Hampton j and entered on 
tiie exfecution of the episcopal office, wth the justest conception of its 
importance, a conscientious resolve to fulfil its duties, and a determination 
never tb relinquish that constancy of preaching^ with which the course of 
liift ministry had previously been marked. -He knew no reason why a 
plant, which grew, flourished, and exhaled its odours: in the gardens of 
iHffiible life, should wither, withhold its fragrancy, and die, when traas- 
^lahted to the patrteres of thp gi-eat. He saw no cause why. a person, who 
^Bdeavonred to be £uthful in a situation of minor £rust, should consider 
feilnself absolved ft-om all obligation, when advanced to one of more respon- 
sibility. Accordingly being conscious that his duty as a Bishop did not merely 
consist in the appointment of Pastors oyer the several congregations within 
ttii jnrisdictioii, or the decision of ecclesiastical causes^ he still bound 
liimself, to tlie fsdlhfnl discharge of his ministerial functiops, by the motto to 
Ikis Episcopal sef^l, " Vd mild, si non evangelizero}'woc be nnto me if I preach 
mt the Gospel. " Being thus advanced," says Dr. Parr, *< his province 
taA eipployment might be altered, but not his mind, nor humble tem- 
pfer of spirit ; neither did he cease to turn as many as he could from 
darkness to light ; frcni sm, end Satan tp Christ ; by bis preaching, writing, 
tmd exemplary life." Would to God that such charactjers more ^bonnded, 
<nd thjft more were to be foimrf, who with Usher adopted for their model 
tkat character, which Angusthje gave .of the admirable Ambrose, *' that he 
fceard Hm every Lord's Day. rightly dividing the ioord of truth unto the 
people " Et eum quidem in populo lerhum veritatis rede tractaniem omni die 
Dominkn audubam I Man may preach &mday after Sunday, but if the 
trord of truth be not faithfully taught, and rightly divided, such preach- 
hig will not only be in vain, bnt will redound to the eternal confusion of 
fuch preachers. Ic nlay truly be observed by Ministers, witt^Jj^im, in the 
irbrds hfe used at Wanstead when preaching before the Kin|j^^ let us preach 
*ever so many Sermons unto the people, our labour is Ip^c, as long as the 
foundation b unlaid, and the first principles ont^uglit^ upon which all 
4thcr doctrines mnst be builded.^ 

In October, 1 ^22, our Prelafe preafched a sermon before Lord Falkland, on 
kU arrival in Ireland, as Lord Deputy, which excUed considerable offence 
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itmaag the Rom^vsti, as they represented it to be ^ e^ort^tion to the m^ 
Gevemor, to draw the sword agaipstjthe enepijesof t))e established Church, It 
must be gnmed he was " toogoodaiid peaceable a man" to desire " sangiii|iaf3f; 
tneasures," but he was also too wise not to know, that s^ free and l^lg^avde.(| tqlen^« 
tion of Popery would be alike dangerous to reiigio^i, and the st^tp? 'While he aJY- 
horred persecution, he knew restramt to be imperative. He was pe^-suaded of 
•what Dean Milnerh^s since observed,, that ^^ * the Go^verpi^e^t has a rig|it tf| 
restrain men, and oUige them to keep th^ir idolatry to themseWes, the sam^ * 
right as to oblige vessels to perform quarantine, when there is reason tit. 
suspect the plague." Had thb mode been ever smce contipue^, tl^ Idol% 
and pernicious superstitions of Papal inveution would have long since e:^* 
pured dn Ireland, as tliey did iu England^ and the feuds of this pooi;^ di^ 
ti^icted Country, would witii tliem, Itave long siuce b^een b,uried in thek. 
coBuaDon grave. The account of this matter if th9s related by h^j^f ij| 
« letter to Lord Grandi^on : 

My very good Lord, 

I liad purposed vntU myself loi^ ere np^r to h«VQ seeQ y(m^ 
Honor in £ogland ; which was one reason, am<8)g others^ why I dnl forbeac 
to trouble you Utherto with any letters. But seeing I think it wfll 
now fall out, that I shall remain here this wuater, I thought it n)y du^^ 
both to tender my thankfulness unto your Lordship for aH the h^oneurablf 
^vours which I liave received at your hands, and with^ll to aequaini) 
you with jL certain particular, which partly doth concern m^^self, and li^, 
some sort also the state of theXhurcli in this poor nation. The da^ that m|t 
Lord of Falkland received the sword^ I pre^che4 at CAris* Clmtch.' ai|(S^ 
•fitting myself to tlie present occasion, took fox my Text those wprds in thf.. 
13th of Komans, <^ He beareth not the sword in va^u*" Ithereshowed*. 
1, whfit was meant by this sword, i. The subject wherein that power 
restedf S.Tlie matters wherein it was exercisedf 4* Tbereupop wh^ itw^n 
to bear the sword in vaip* Whereupon fj^U}«\g upop the duty of th^ 
Magistrate in seeing those laws execjuted the^t were uie^de for the furthf^raiMse 
«f God's service, I first declared,} that no more was> to be expected herein 
for the subordinate Magistrate than' he had received in commissioQ fiiMa th«. 
supreme ; m whose power it lay to limit the other at his pleasure. Secondly^ 
I wished, that if his Majesty (who is, under God, our Supreme Governor) 
were pleased to extend his clemency toward his subjects that werfe recusant% 
some order notwithstanding might be taken with them, that they should not 



^ Miker't History ^f the Church of Christy 3 £(iicioOy Vol. t^ p, f i^ 
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ipVik Iks pubHe afTrontSi and take possession of our Churches before 'dttf 
faces. And that it might appear, that it was not witltont cause that I made 
this motion, I instanced in two particular^ that had lately fiill^n out in 
nlinC owrt Diocese : The lone certified unto me by Mr. John Ankere, 
Pi'eachcr of Athlone, (a man well known unto your Lordsliip) who wrote 
unto me, that going to read prayers at Kilkenny, in Wcstmeath, he fo\m^ 
nHo\d Pries% (and about fotty withhim,) in the Chnrch^ who was so bold 
as to require him (rhe said Ankers) to depart^ until lie had done his biLsincssi. 
The other coneertting the Friats, was not content to possess the honse of 
iVInltifcma alone (whCncC your I..ordship had dislodged them) but went about 
to make collections .for the re-edifying of another Abbey Afolengarre, for tlie 
entertaining of another swahn of Locusts. These tilings I toacbed only in 
general, t not mentioning: any circumstances of persom or places. Thirdly,* 
I did entreat, that Whatsoever Connivance were used unto others, the law» 
night be strictly executed against such as revolted from us , tliat we might 
at leastwise keep onr own, and not suffer them without all fear to fall away 
from us. Lastly I made a public protestation, that it was far from my mind, 
to e)£cite the Magistrates^ unto any violent courses a«rainst them, as one that 
that did naturally abhor all cruel dealings, aud wislied that effusion of blood 
xnisht'be held rather the badge of the fVhore of Babylon^ than of the Church of 
G6d* These points, however they were delivered by me with such limita- 
tions, as in moderate men's judgments might seem rather to intimate as 
allowance of a Toleration in respect of the general, than to exasperate the 
state unto any extraordinary severity : yet did the Popish Priests persuade 
their followel^, that I had said, the sword had rusted too long in the sheath, 
whereas in my whole Sermon, I never made mention either of nist or 
iheath ; yea some also did not stick to give out, that I did thereby closely 
tax yourself for being too remiss in prosecuting of the Papists in the time of 
your Government. I have not such diffidence in your Lordrhip's good 
•pinion of me, neither will lwri>ng myself so mnch, as to spend time in 
r^felling so lewd a calumniatitn. Only I thought good to mention these 
things unto your Lordship, that if any occasion should be offiered hereafter 
to apeak of them,, you might be informed in the truth of matters : Wherein, 
|f I have been too troublesome auto yon, I humbly crave pardon, 9iA 
r«tt| 

Yonr honoT*s in all duty, 

Xver ready to be commanded, 

JAC. MIDENSIS. 
VMin, Oct. 16, 

About this time some Magistrates who were violent Homanists, obstinately 
tcfused to take the oaths of supremacy and allegiance. It was resolved to 
pats tkt sentence of ftemunire against them, bat before this dernier rest rt 
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ihtuM be resoKed t#, the Pmy Coancil determined, faUf to apprhe them 
•f the dangers to wfaiclitfaey were expoited, and the legality of the oath 
which they were called upon to take. The Bishop ot fileatfa was accordmgly 
appointed to contey, to these misguided Papists, the mercifiil resolves of 
^GoVemmeot. In the fulfilment of this duty, his Loi'dship delivered a dis- 
eoarse, in which he established the supremacy of ail Princes within their 
»wn dominion«, «nd proved that the Bishop of Home had no lawful claim 
td any Eeclesiasticttl or Spiritual Sopremacy within these ReaUns. 'Una 
speech had the desired effect^ the scruples of several offenders vfereremoVe<<^ 
the oatti w^ taken, and all the consequences of disobedience^voided. S» 
iftn i^leais^d v^ his Majesty vHtli Usher's <|efence of his authority, that ht 
ttt)pohited hhn a Pri»y ComisiellOf not hmg aftfer, and wrote hhn tfce filMw* 
hig letter expr^v« of his ap|>robatioir:' 

J4MES REX. 

Right Re verehd^ther iti Cod, and Right Trusty and Wth 
beloved Counsellor^ We greet you well. Yoif liave not deceived our ex- 
pectation, nor the gracious opinion We ever conceived both of your abilitiea 
in leiamlng, and youir tkithfblness to Us and our Service. Whereof, as we 
have received sundry testimonies both frolm our precedent Peputies, as 
likewise from Our Right Trusty and Welbetoved Cousin, and Counsellor, 
l!he Visconnt Falkland, onr present Deputy of tliat Realm ; so have we nOW 
of lii^te, in one ps^rticular, had a further evidence of your Duty and Affection^ 
well expressed by yoor late carriage in Our Castle Chamber there, at tha 
censure of tliose disobedient Magistrates, who refused to take the oath of 
supremacy. Wherein your zeal for the maintenance of our Just and Lawful 
Power, defended with so much Learning and Reason deserves our Princely 
and gracious thanks ; which We do by this our letter unto you, and so bid 
you farewel. — Given nhder onr. Signet, at our Court at Whitehall, the 
•teventh of January, 1622. Li the "twentieth Year of Our Heign, of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland. 

To th§ RiglU Reverend Father in CM, ' • 

and Our Right Trmty tmd Welbe- ' 

loved CounseUoTf the SishopqfMefdh* 

Thii yeiu* he publhhed his ti^tiiie on /A< A«%tofi aii^i^/^ pr<»^^ 
IriA and EtitMs. thU Wofk chiefly consistk of e^ttracts fVom the various 
wrHiftj^ of odr antient Saints, and Monks, at that proudfperiod of ErinVand of 
Albion's glory, Wlieh Retigion and Learning sought their shores, and took re* 
fiige m their veneiable woods; at/what time tliey fled from the intolerant and 
fersfecuting reign of Superstition and IgnorlmCe. The passage adduced in this 
work, hklbptttably prove that tlie Clergy then- not <>nly permitted, bdtstre* 
9iftMiily elngohii^ th^ reading of the HoUjScHpfurei : Hiftt tlie DoctrinM they 
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preached, a^ed wirh ihcne the Reformers taught, respectipg PuAe&tinatieffg 
Crace, Free-will, Faith, and fTorks, Justification^ and Sanctijication ; Tlia^ 
t!ie tfotions of Purgatory and prai/ersfor tU dead, were not 'entertained by 
them ; and that in fact none of the distirfguUhin? sentiments of Fopery wcr^ 
embraced by them. Jh this view oC national divinity he evidenced conii- 
dcrable research, and deprived the Romanists of one of their favonrit* 
appeals, in defence of their nnj;odly superstitions, t1i6 sripposed antiquity of 
their tenets. He dedicated it to his esteemed friend Sir Chri?J1opher Sibthorpe, 
.Justice of the Common Pleas in Ireland, and after^ardis fppiinted it ia 
London, A. D. 1631. 

Two years after his appointment: to the Elishoprici of Meath,- the ^Privy 
Council of Ireland received a letter from King James to give him 
permission, to repair to England, toypomplete liis work on the antiquities o€ 
tikc British Cbarcbej* The commencemeut of this letter is thus quoted 
ly Parr: 

JAMES REX, 

Right Trusty and Welbeloved Cousin, kc. We greet yo» 
well. Arhereas We have heretofore in our Princely judgment made choice 
r.f the Right Rev. Father in God, Dr. James Usher, Lord Bidiop of Meath^ 
to employ him in collecting the antiquities ot the British Church, before, 
and since the Christian Faith was received by the Enpli&Ii nation, and 
whereas We arc also given to understand, that t^e said Bishop hatli already 
t.jkcn pains in divers thinjifs in that kind, which being publisJied, might tend 
ty the furtherance of Relision, and good Learning; Onr pleasure therefore 
iv, that so soon as the said Bishop liath settled the necessary affairs of his 
r>iv!»opric there, he uhould repair into England, and to one of the Univer- 
M.ioherc, to enable himself, by the helps to be had there, to pioceed the 
t Iter to the fiuishing of the said work. Requiring you hereby to cause our 
jr.oiicc to be passed im to him the said Lord Bishop of Meath, under our 
I ii eat Seal, Or otherwise, as he shall dcsif e ifr ; and unto you as shall b% 
i:ionj;ht fit for his repairing unto this kingd<im for Our Service, and for hit 
<>ntinnance here, so long time as he shali have occasion to stay about the 
t>2.fccting of those works undertaken by him, by Our Commandment ; and 
for the good of tlie Church, fcc.** Such and so greit was the estimation in 
rhich he was deservedly held! such and so great was the ••piuion then e»- 
iaitiiiucd of Uis extensive researches I It is to this work I presume that 
Mr Robert Cotton refers, in a letter whicli he wrote to Usher, dated 
MaicU ««3, 162*2, and of whicl^ the following is an extract: — " My honour- 
able Lord, the opportunity I had by the golug over of litis honourable 
•cutlcman. Sir Henry Bourcliicr, I could not pass over without doing my 
^cvvlcc to your Lordship in these few lines. We ^rc all glad here you are- 
b ; weil settled to your own content and merit, yet sorry tha^ you must , 
At. . e to in;pertan4 a caaie of stay 5 that all hopes \\ e had to have sees yew 
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UrdsUp in thess parts is almost taken away; ytt I daubt nttbaVtha 
i»«r<Ayii«M*yougareitoEnglan'lthefii»t life to, anri have so fiir liappHy 
proceeded in, will b^ again a just motive to draw yon over into Englaiid to 
see it perfecteJ, for witbont your direction in the sequel I am afraid it will 
be. hopeless*' and mipossible. Let me, I pray yon, intreat from your 
Honor, the copy of as much as yon have tifiislied, to show his Majesty, 
that he may be the m«ra earnest to urge on other labourers to work tip, 
i^rith your Lordship's advice the rest." Othtr Labourers^ we may hencd 
concinde were not considered competent, and tlierefore Usher, nbs we havo 
already seen, received the Royal Command to perfect the w«rk in England, 
in the execution of which he had so far happilif proceeded. He accordingly 
#beyed the mandate, remained a year in Enghind, procured all the 
information, and consulted all the manuscripts^ whether in public or private 
libraries, which he deemed necessary for the completion of his design. 
During the time he now abode in England, he was invited by the' King tQ 
his royal hunting seat at Wanstead in Essex, where lie pr^aclied a sermon 
before his M^esty, from Ephes. iv. 13, ** Till we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the niea«(ure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.*' In thb sermon lia 
•bseryed, ** as lyell the matter of this Bnilding, We all as thestruciure of it; 
and fortiier also considered in the structure, first, the Uyingof thefoundajion, 
In the unity qf ihe Faith, and oj the Knowledge qf the Son of God : secondly, 
the bringing of the work to perfection, and the raising of it to its just 
height, unto n perfect many unto the measure of the slatWi of the fulness of 
Christ.*' Under the first head, he particularly combated the presuming 
arrogance of Rome, and Rome's Bishop in assuming to themselves the 
title of Universal Church, and Universal Bishop ; and shears that '' the 
Cluirch reformed in our days is none other Church than that which was 
Stormed in the days of our Forefathers ; though i; hath no agreement, for 
all that, with Popery, which is the pestilence tliat v^alked in those time* 
of DarknesA, and the destruction that walked at opan-day." Jins sermon 
he published afterwards by the royal command, and entitled it, ^ britf deelara' 
tioH of the (Inicersqlitii qf the Church of Christ, and tlie Unity qfthe CatkolU 
Faith professed therein* 

' On Ins retdm to Ireland in 16«i, be was occupied for some tim3, in 
aoswering the challenge of Malone an Irish Jesuit, of the College of Lou- 
vain. In c<illecting materials fot which purpose, we find he was eng<4£;e<l 
ill the March of Ui;f, as he mentions in a letter of .that date to Dr. Ward. 
The matters wfaich he discussed in this book, relate to the opinions entci • 
tained by the Fathers concerning Tradition,' Real Presence, Aiiricubr 
Confession, Priest's power to forgive sins. Purgatory, Prayer for the Dea I, 
liaibns Patrem, Prayer to tfainti, Images, Fres.will, and Merits. Abonc 
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tlwaft. y«an After tbe pnUicaHoii of t^ trattiM, K«]qim iprote • lediovi, 
feurnlQQ»,i9p(i.«biifWe vi$^er U it, pf w^h P^rr thus ^eaks : **Itvas 
IhU of qnptatiMffp,. either faleoly c^M o^C of ^ F^Uiea, or else eat of diverf 
snppo9>t^.Q9, an^iprs $ ik« 9190 forged miiticles, 9^ Igripg Legeods, raado 
me of iperejy t^ bJM tke ey^ of ordipaty readen, wlv> are sot al^ to 
diatm^h gdd fkwn dro$a : «^ wiiicii/' he continues, <* gave lite I^isfaep 
so great a dMgust, t]pt Il^ disdaiped to ^asiirer a. foel recording t# h^s foHy, 
and made 00 veply lo him/' Bat some of Usher's friends, Dr. iibyi, Dr. Sieg^ 
and |lr« Pattock, i^ere too jeatois of bis honor to permk him thos to be 
malij^Md, tliey therefore iwiderltook the task of tjiscovermg the ^ateilty of 
(he Jesait, apd the empttness of his boasting^-fnd they aceordin^y vary 
amply and learnedly e^ted tb<:ir design. 

In the same year he again returned to England, an4 concluded hif 
work, on the Antiquities of the British Churches, already meniioned. While 
he was detained in Completing this treatise, the Primacy of Ireland, became 
vacant, and King James again took this oppojrtunity of e-zpiessiug his 
regard for him, and the opinion he entertained pf his worth by appointin|( 
him Archbishop df Armagh, ^U^ongh ^any persons of distinction presented 
themselves as competitors ; and in a short time the appointmei^t was con- 
firmed by the elective voice of tlie Dean and Chapter of that See. Sops 
afterwards his Majesty gave hii^ fiurther proof of bis royal favour by writing to 
the Nobleman, who liad lately been appointed guardian over the temporali- 
ties of Armagh, f * forbidding hiiu to meddle with, or receive any of the 
rents or profits of the same, but immediately to deliver what he had already 
received nnto the receivers of the present Archbishop, smce he was employed 
In Enghmd about his 5fajesty's special service* &c.'' It is by no means 
sarprising that a man of U^ei-'s erudition, piety, and talents, should &a 
signally have commanded the admuration and love of Kings, Ntibles, and 
Dignitaries. Nor is it by any means strange that a man of his character and • 
integrity tJionld so remarkably have overcome the preji#.ces of party, 
silenced the claniours of opposition, and ingratiated himself with men whose 
principles were avowedl]^ hostile to those he held, and for which he ever 
^ofessed 80 conscientious and rigorous a regard. At the very moment 
when James cenceded ail that was demanded by France in favour of an 
idolatrous Churchy at what time he vi|a# negoektlBg an aMiaace for his Saa 
' with that Court, he promoted hMP to ^ Friaacy oC Ireland, although ha- 
was decided in his opppsition to Popery, and eqti^^ avene also to those 
theological sentiments wliich James had now fQtmd it CQOvmiieDt to espoosa, 
as adopted by men, who had rectotly engaged theinselvea in npholdaig 
and extendmg his Prerqgat^e.^ i¥hen th|% l^onatch terminated bis peacefd^ 
and, in many respects, usefid reign, which oeeurred at the periad ci 
which we are now writmg, his ^on Charles, on his accession to the throm^' 
evidenced the same kindnees trUaher, hy writing a latter under his Piiv^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SgMt, to tibi lerA Dtpoty and Trea»iMcer of Ireland, iigiii%i«| 4ui(^ 
^ Wh^was the piesfBt Afchbis^p of Am^gh bad for many yean togetheF, 
*< oa sefieral^occasioDs, padbnne4 many painfol, and aacc'ptable $ervicQ^to 
5* bis dear f\sUber deceased^ and upon bis special diiiactioiis. That thei^for^ 
^ be was pleaied as a ffadoas acceptation tberepf, and i^ consideration of 
^ bis said serviecs done, or4p be done bereafter, to bestow u^on the sai^ 
.«< Prinmte, ont of bis Princely bonnty £oar bondred pounds, CnglisU, ont 
^ oftbe a^rvaanes of tbat Kingdom.** Of wUat services was this princeljr 
bomity an acceptation f Jt was an aiscept^ion of services profc^edlj 
fendered agun^t the influence and wdey spread of Popery, and for thf 
•oppression o( its antichristan and idolatrous worship > aod yet Pharloi 
ynM solemnly >engaged to tolerate the Romaaiita and tbeir Creed, aud waf 
na doobt at home asMited by all the arguments of feq^e nlhiremeot to 
Iblfi] the compact into which be entered. It is highly probable toQi t^j|t 
in the Ckibinel also bis Armmian advisers yfeve not silent in dissuading 
bin from conterfing any ma|^ of &vour on a man ; whpm they cer- 
tainly regarded as too marly corresponding, in bis s^fstem of ^\u wicb 
tbe^ fks% Refiormeri. Nor was Royalty alone enamoured of his worth, 
tven tba bigotted, and porsecudn^ Laud found it in bis heart to tole* 
fate him, although be corresponded in religious «enumeni with tbo^e, 
agamst whoim this Blinister bad caused some very severe en^ci^in^n^ to bf 
instituted, agaipst whom be uniformly profi^ded with the lUmost rjgoUTf 
and for whom he evidenced the most cordial hatred. lifayi not only did 
Land toieiate Usher, be even very warpily professed bimsdf his triend* 
mostly subscribing himself, Four Gracff9 ner^lomg/rwid, andbrMher, atth^ 
cpocIuMoo of the nmneroos lettecshenddr^|sed to him. It was thus thift nobl^ 
Cedar of Lebantis, »io8c beauties we have been considering^ having takei| 
deep root in the Loi4*s Vineyard, spread its branches wide and up^tvacd^ 
defied tiie storms of faction, and adversity, and remained inunaveablf| 
amidaU the assaults of Satan, having as it were 
« Cast anchor in the rifted rock,** 
^nlvjug all its comliness and vigour from Heaven, and. compiandiqg even 
Uifi admiratiou of enemies* 

The Liord Primate Elect was detained for a long time in' England by n 
quartan ague, with which he was extremely afflicted. While yet a con« 
▼aleseent, and suffering from the effects of liis indisposition, he was invited 
by Lord Mordaunt> af^rwards Earl of Peterborough, and his Lady, to hit 
V^-dsliip^s seat at Drayton, in Northamptonshire. His Lordship was a 
2ealou8 Romanist, and was hence very desirous to proselyte his Lady, who 
vras a zealous Protestant She selected Usher as the detVnder of her cause. 
He appointed, as the supporter of his question, his own conteasor, a Jesuit^ 
vrho bs^d dmnged his real name of Rookwood for that of Beaumont, as hia 
Brother Ambrota had been executed An* b^ing an acoomplice ia tba 
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Gfm-Powder Treason. Unlier being still the same active iudividaal, animui 
Ibf the conversion of siunen, and the gtory of the Supreme Being, verf 
willingly accepted the challenge. Accordingly, being arrived at the placft 
pippointed for the disputation, where he fonnd a very cppious Library of the 
|uicient Father^! it was resolved, that the conference should relate to tha 
chief points in dispute between the Church of E<mie, pnd ours, and partico* 
Jarly that the Religion maintained by pubHc authority in the Church of 
England, was no new Religion, but the same that was ti^ight by oup 
Saviour, and his Apostles, and ever continued in the Primitive Church 
during the purest times. For the space of five hours on each of thret 
successive days had Usher sustained the part of Respondent, when on the 
fourth, the day on which according to his own regulation, the Jesuit had 
agreed to undertake that office, no Jesuit appeared. The Primate was cob.« 
^idered by him too skilful a disputant, to be admitted as his examiner, ia, 
matteri where he must fully have been aware either of his own igncrance or 
error; and therefore he addressed a formal apology to Lord Mordaunt, de-. 
elaring, that all the arguments he had formed for his defence, had escaped hit 
memory, and imputing the cause of his misfortune to a just judgment of God 
upon him, for undertaking of his own accord^ without the license of his snpe* 
riors, to engage in a disputation with a person of so great learning and eminence* 
If it Jimifkjuii judgment of God upon him, it wasnolessaJKst expo$wre of liit 
errors. This conduct was justly regarded by the Baron as a disgraceful subter* 
fhge to avoid the odunn of defeat. He according]|y awardied to Usher thai 
palm of victory. After some further conversation with the Archbishop ht 
was persuaded that the principles he had bithdrto espoused were erroneoua 
and pemiciousy he thence ingenuously renounced them, and not onl>t 
embraced those publicly professed in the Protestant Churches, but becama 
Titally mfluenced by the fVord ofiht THth of the Gospe^, So sensibly did 
lady Mordaunt regard the obligations under which she was now placed b^ 
Usher, as being the medium of her husband^s conversion, that she afterwardt 
paid him the kindest and most afl^ctionate attentions, • in the season of hit 
distress, the circumstances of which are yet to be related. The lyiuf 
Beaumont, we must not forget to mention, was so signally discomfited, that 
Chaltoneri a secuhir Priest, in an attack which he had some occasion tf 
make against him, admonistied hun to beware of Drayton House, lest he 
ihould happen to encounter another U^her, and be again put to flight, to 
the great disgrace both of himself, and liiA profession. Magna at teritas^ et 
jfratalebit, Tnith is too mighty to be vanquished ! Error too feeble to 
conquer! The latter indeed may at times bear rule, but the approach of 
truth must ever cause the termination of her sway. Although fascinatinr 
delusions fostered by habit, and strengthened by prejudice, are seldom 
detected with willmgness, yet yield they must, in most cases, to tlie blight 
shiping of tm^h, whose piercin|{ , rsys teldam fail af penetrating the ijv9 
aftd gandy dreis they wear. 
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Ijbe Lord PriOMte haTing dispatched all his afRdn in Sogland, and lwb{f 
iHlIy re-established in health, returned to his native country early in January 
f 626. Being now Head of the Irish Chnrch, he omitted nothing which 
ttiight either encrease the purity of its doctrines, or its discipline, reform 
the abuses which exbted, correct the predominant evils of the time, promote, 
the welfare of Society in general, or of the Monarch in particular. His 
disinterested conduct in promoting the service of his King, to whom bt wa^ 
•Xer loyal, and the benefit of his country, to which he was ever attached, is 
ioUy evidenced by Lord Falkland's acknowledgment, contained in the follow- 
ing extract of a letter addressed to him by tliat Nobleman, and dated 
March 15, 16S6 : — << Vonr judicious apprehension of the perib which 
** threaten the Peace of this Kingdom, by which your dutiful consideration af 
1^ the King's wants through his other manifold occasions of expense, together 
V with your zeal to his service, b clearly manifested, by couformmg your 
** Tenants to the good example of others^ to join with the rest of tha 
** inhabitant, in contributing to the relief of the new supplies, and oth^r 
<* souldiers sentluther for the public~defence, notwithstanding your privileges 
<< of exemption, by Patent^ from such Taxes ; which I will take a fitting 
« occasion to make known to his Majesty, for your Honour," Tis seldom w« 
find auy one inclined to forego the privileges annexed to office, for men 
generally are anxious to enforce the exemptions attached to their particular 
callings, as they imagine tliey are thus rendered superior to their neighbours. 
His Grace's first attention, after he was invested with his new dignity, was 
directed to the actual state of his Clergy, their conduct and their preachings 
admonishing the faulty, encouraging the active, and advising all. He ^nras 
chiefly anxious to enforce the perusal, and study yf the sacred volume^ 
and to induce them to adopt its holy precepts as the rule of theur livss, its 
diviue system of Religion as tlie niatter of their faith, and its message of 
gratuitous mercy through a cnicified Saviour, as the subject of their 
sermons. He was aware, that in the public visitations of the Clergy, his 
whole duty to them was by no means discharged, and as according to th«> 
apostolic injunction he was gwoi to hospitaliiy^ it was his <;onstant practice 
to bring them frequently witiiin the operation of his own chastened judg* 
roent and informed mind, at his own table. Here his conversation was 
exnmently instructive. The learned owned him more learned than themselves, 
and the unlearned culled, in this their occasional intercourse with him, some of 
the most luxuriant and profitable produce of his laborious researches. 3ut 
while he might have amused them , with the bhize of mere literary knows 
ledge, he remembered that their gouls as well as their mtcllects required t* 
be informed. In endeavouring therefore to efiect the improvement of botl^ 
it was usual with liim to direct then* attention cliiefiy to the consideration of 
those subjects wjbich most nearly related to their eternal interests* H% 
hence always .endeavoflred to unfold the meaning of sucb passages of Hoi/ 
Wnt as most clearly enforsed seme important doctrine, eii^oiacd scsm 
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|fM6iieal duty, %t ajpipesirad clitlicurt iii tlieir bhp&rt tL€ alsd j^t diti it« 
^sition the atoistance of tide clerical frieuils ^ho Visited him, (or two hours 
#v6ry evening, in examining and cotlating the dliferent versions of the Bible 
Ifel^rew, Grie^, aind Latin » While he himself carefb^y committed, to writhig 
-all the tttHa ledioneSf which occurred in the cdursi of their reading. Snoh 
>> "Was the mariner in wliicli tiiis cxceileht ^Prelate occupied his own, and 
faught Otheii t6 elfiploy theif timo« Bertiard^ in considering the pecutial* 
ildvsintages which iliey possessed, who were thus admitted to participate m 
the herieHt of his social hours, says, that he oflen thou{|it with what pro- 
priety S»heba*s address to Solofnon might be applied to him, ** Happy ar# 
fiiese thy servants, which stand continually before thee, arid that hear 
Ay wisdom.'** 

T^ist^rthyPriiimte Wemnstnotthilittijenttonhifg, idmp ethlttU;M a 
tery laudable anxiety for t&e spirif iml ini|yroT<!i«reiRit of Ktf own Hon^efaoid. 
He Was ffilly tmtiti that hd ftad a itKAt }mportat!t duty to discharge towiird 
' Itiem. Heaceoi'dHigfy a»»etnbled his ^srfnify to engage ulrlth him ifi delrt>tiofiiaf 
^isrme^ ^ Al>x etery inortiing, at eight eveify eyemtig, befiite diimeir Aifto; 
<rfd before supper. He nioreOTer delivered, evify Friday evehiAg, k te- 
gVlllAr lectitre for their ikticr instruction in tiie divine pi^i^ipt^tuof the 
boHpel^ in hiB private chapel ; and on the evening of Sunday, he obliged hSi 
C%«platiid to expatiate on tlie principal feattfres of the Sermon, wiricli he 
tfkm^ pif cached in the morning, in mder to mipreis it the more strongly 
«tt ^ miAdfi of thdse ^ho w«re iiiteatos in his house, tills opj^rtnnHy may 
H^ taken to meiM^^ that Ite made the Minfisters of the Chwchat Drogheda, 
i^re he bkhself preached evefy Sunday mornmg, e<rt*rg<5 for half air>6ur in 
fkt evenln^,ftfler tstt^ Icsio^nl, on the princi(>tes advanced m the Creed, tlic Ten 
C«iMtattdmeins,«ndthe Catechism. Dr. Bernard infbrms us th&t this praetice 
am foufid irtry bene^cial^ «nd that its utility was particuiariy man)/bsted in 
Al^ depcfttment st&d pre|iiu^tion of the Comnitmicants, tfl/o were *s£t that 
#ine obliged to give in their names, previons to tlie celebratroti ofibe 5=fa«ra- 
tfiMt. By this means those, who were insensible t6 the admonitions of their 
ri^pectiv« Pastors, who were bold enough to expect fhtm^ hsfppinesb on 
i^eount of 0reir moral ^orfh, oi^ were grossly intqnitod^ in*tlieft hvcs, w^re 
pf«teiited from prestMnptaously presenting themselves at <be Table of the 
tibi^. It were well if this a»efcil practice v^re now adhered to, and that 
flb many immortal spirits' vt^re not taught to consider the mere partaking of 
the outward elements, a periodical absoluHonr for gnilt, to believe it a 
^nary iHdidgence for the omission of duty, and commission of ^i^e, Anttt 
the return of another festival, or to rely on it as a viatidtm to HeAVeA. It i» 
dh^dthl to think, that such fcarfbl errot should be. %& preVafent, npmi m 
■Mjcciofio imivh tidportasce ; and that men shonld to delifdt th^mihriir 

* 1« Singt, X. m 
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Vi\ tire veiy moiiKiiit tkey arsj. taking the Sacrametrtal «at1i of ^Uc Jiangs to tlij^ 
great Captain of Salvationj artd solemrtiiing the memorials of his dei^th, a 
death wliich ^yas nndergoile that he might be tlie alone SatioOT of his 
believing people, to the exclnsion of all merit In them, as the cans© of their* 
jiisti6cation. Besides' his care for the Reformation of the Clergy, he was en- 
^ge<l also vepy strenuously in correcting the exactions, abases and evils, 
^vhieh existed in the ecclesiastical courts ; insomuch so, that one of his first actsr 
as Bishop, was the censure, and consequent removal of the Chancellor, of 
Me^Tith, when he himself had the immediate care of tliat E^ioccic. 
Xief-peeting" his condurt in this particular we ^all hereafter Jmve qccaaion 
16 say more, ' •■ , ' 

As tlie military strength of Ireland waS at this time considered umuRiqtatit 
fcr its protection, against any intended efport of the nnited Spanish and 
Trench foe, it was thought ne<;essary to cncreasc it by an additional amiy of 
50()a Foot, and 500 Horse. The Popish party beift? unfriendly to thi» 
^easnrc, as they imagined it was a political stroke to bring them into 
greater subjection, by the maintenance oTa standing force in th» Kingdom, 
I0 be used as an argnfncntum ad terrorem against them, Lord Falkland in 
order to reconcile them to its enaction, summoned a general meetmg of 
Protestants atd Papists, to take into consideration the propriety of gtaQtiujr 
to the latter a more ofttended toleration. This proposal of the Lord 
deputy was regarded by our excellent Primate as one, most fatally tending 
to tjie subversion of the national fi^ligion, afnd endangering the safety of 
the realm. To stem the torrent. t>f evil, which he apprehended the 
' adoption of such a system would probably produce, he assembled the 
Bishops at his own honse, and tliey unanimously agreed with him in lab^ 
scribing the foUowhtg pn^esiation, Nov. 26, 1626 : 

The Religion of the Papists is Superstitious and Idolatroos: Tlicir Faith 
and Doctrine Erroneous and Heretical ; Tlieir Church, in respect of both, 
ApofrHitiqal ; To give them therefore a Toleration, , Or to consent that they 
may freely ^xercise their Religion and profess their Faith and Doctrine, is 
a grievous sin^ and that in iMro respects ; For, 

1. It is to make ourselves accessaiy, not only to^ their Saperstitions, 
Idolatries, and Heresies^ and in a word^ to at the abomumtioBs of Popery ; 
bat also (which is a constquent of the fom9er)'to the perdition of the seduced 
peojrf^, which peHsh in the dahige of the CathoUc Apostacy. 

• 2. To grant them Toleration, in respect of any money to be given, or 
contribution to be made by them, is to set Religion to sale, and with it 
th2 Souls of the People, whom Christ ottr Sfaviour hatli redeemed with his 
most precious blood ; and as it is a great sin, so also a matter of most 
dangerous coijseqnence j the consideration whereof, -we commend to the 
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vise 1^1^ j(i4icloiis. Be9?ecbiiig t^e God vf Trn% UvsfAf^m^ %b^ 
are ia apthqrity, zealovf of G<hI*8 Olory, fi^d pf the advascement 6f trin:^ 
Keligipn; Ze^ionf, RfsoUrtf^, whI Cojurag^oiu a^inst a)! Popery, ^^j^"^ 
stitioii, and Idolatry^ Ametu 

JAMES, ARMACHANtTS^ RitkARD, Cplt^, CI.OTNE9 H'OH^ll^ 

|IAL. CASAPL^N, ANDR. ALACIIADENS, 

AWTH. MIPKNMSf THOSw K^L^O^E ET AR|>AG^^ 

nO%. FERHilS, EX Lf^5I|W^, TIJQS^. PROMORE, 

JtO. DUNENSI9, &C. MICUAEL, WAtERFORD, l^T WW*^ 

a^* ©P1|*N%' ^ f JIAX. tYJIERICKf 

\ . . - 

4t tlje time Mrf^nthe ai^e^l^ly yras copveued, Df. DJjwnhaijij Bi^ippof 

])eFry» t^ occasion, in fi sermon, whvc^.bc^pwjacli^d l^fjfore tl|e Lord Uppatf 

tad OwiiKd, April 2S, il^ff, to |iv^ pubfi^y tp the piotestafjoaof the Bi- 

ll^opf, wWcli \^e hj^vejastcitcd; a^id also tQ'reprob^Je very ^trenaoi^ly thf 

Csomlqct of tfi«ie ffhosiijioKlip^ted relfglQil frqii| wprldly nfotjyes, and set tbrir 

gQulg to «a)pfortbe gainof pjarthly matteirs. We are iirforined b^ Prynna 

ip bu tri^l qfLontf) tb^ ^Aer h^Ji^d recite^ tl|e protesuitiofi, ** he bQld|j|r 

iaid,2€««I/ t^^pfdPle^tf 4n¥!f^^^4w^^\y^^ tti?M(bQle(5iurcl|aJfnpit8hooi 

1Wthtbe»oand thi^t tl»eir luad ^awfii jnadft.^ Usbfir o|) % aUfspe^diagSundajr 

t»okiipUio9Amearg|imeat,bcfinretll^«iio^s^l|^itpry» aud^pHi«^nf op ^^i* ^«^* 

Wbicii wa9 t9)teA frepi l^Johny. 15^ " l4}ye ijot; the Mrprld.oAr tJie thni«r« 

which 9re in tbe world," very sl^vijrply rebnjtfjd ^V wh^ W^ ^rfd^would 

•eUCIiri>tfoTtbirtypi€)caaofiiWfir, or,if?}io^ fQUpyyjn;? the error of Bal^m^ 

tronid like him accept the sfagfts Qf uori^ht^ou^uefW! The deplaratjon of th« 

^^bop9 made the Prple^tants very jealons of grarfting any ^Sonceasion to the 

i>aj»»st8, the proposals were accordin^^ly withdi-awn, and the Lord l^rimate^ 

hy the command of the Lord Deputy and Council, addressed the aisembljf 

at some length, proved the need under which the Kin^dem lay of an en- 

larj^'ed military force, as it wa^ threatened from without .by a foreigR 

enemy, and from within was exposed to the danger of domestic insurgents ; 

he wumed the Noblemen aad Gentry, who^Uffcrcd with him in point o^' 

Relipioii, tliat they had tio mercy to expeet either ftom Invaders, «r fr^w 

Rebels, for the language of the pne wmUd doabtle^s be similar to tl^t pf th# 

»uke of Medina Sidooia on a former occasnan, hb awocd, he »aid, knew 

DP difference betyire^Pn ^ ^^athplip and a Hereticjc, be came pnly to make 

^ay for his Mister ; a?d the language and intentions of the other evideatty 

j^gpi^ed tluit tlipy sought only their own aggrandisenaent, find even' tl)e 

estates of their fellow Romanists, whom thi&y regarded aji enemief , because 

descended from English settleis; he next called on all to assist in Ae 

defcjice of the Country, as the danger vran common ; defended his owa 

readact, &»d that pf t!ic et»hpi>9 ii their Ute proceed^j;, m <ht fiUtnX^ 
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gfiXitA 9tt ilMviy U tte ft duly executed figaintt ilie Se«M|iU ; aA^^ 
:tfaem to leave it; to the royal denieDc;^ to gradt the dei^fed tOlM^n 9if^ 
jte coDclosion enforced the dbltgatioh of all to reiid^ tlibtitft \/^ iiAieb 
toibitte was dae. This sp^ch fiii]bd notWidiMaiKfiftg in prodaeiog ^(Ue 
desired ,efliect. ^o money \^as grafted, to itf6iy tetied. The e?ent proved 
ihat neither werfe , jeqiiired ag^nit a forei^ .ei^eAiy, for lio iuv|tti«ii 
vas ^l;tei^pted ; bnt the ey^nt alifo pi ovtid thit boili ^vt^stt trequiiite to 
f revise fifaintt domestic iusttrgents. Ilad tii'e iotf^ocfed artby been letlefl 
Mid msdjcitained, it is n;ior^ iSxxa pirobable tb^t the dV^adi%tl rebelUbn of 16441 
vifb aU its sanguinary conkeqiiences vto^H never have aeebrred. te well 
^yleased however was \be Lord Deputy witli the |iofitical talents of this 
karani^f^ tliathe/eqnested a cepyx>fit> which he afterwards presented to 
Ids M^^esty, to whom it w*as very a^eeable, as it urged so sjtrb^gty th^ 
^dofj^nof laeasuresy which c<ft^inly would ^ve been codducite t6 b^ 
#WBy and the public safety, 

Iffihei^ s^^BS to h^llre takxft k v«ry actite port, at a Privy Conncellor 
A. D. I6^9y rt leidvilihig Ih^ cd^pvesuon of Nimleriesy Friaries, Mm 
houses, a^c. ; itit Lord l^tf khiAtt, la a letter whieh he ^trote to him, d^tedl 
Aj^ril 14, 1^9, "t^i to M FiioiblataMdkto of this na«»e ^ich was issued <» 
t}ie first of thstt m^^ihy* i^i^M^ hnn fhat^ieted assisted an the ceQsiiitati9a» 
te8(^i?ctirrg it, ftud i^qtiests^I^hn to^Hi^ahre iirto sonde pwrtleiilac» of iU opera- 
lion. Usher, in reply, retnmed a list of the Popish Conventual HoQses„ at. 
Raphoe^ and May I5, 16^9, the Privy Conhcil addressed a tetter to him oa 
j^e same subject, making some further enquiries, and stating that they had * 
iciven directions, to his Mi^enty*^ Attorney-Gtneral> to proceed agskinst the 
proprietors of the houses, mentioned by his Orace in hin communication to 
them. The immedrnte cause ,of this proclamation appears to have been th^ 
Riotous behavicur of some Dublin Priests, thuf alluded to in a'letter from 
the Privy Council of England to that of Ireland, which was written some 
time in this year,f **• By your letters we understand how the seditious riot, 
'^ moved by the Fri^s, and their adherents at Dublin, hath by your good 
^' order and resolution been happily suppressed ; and we doubt not but by 
*'^ this occasion, you will consider how much jt conperneth the godd Ooverii^ 
^meotof tliat Kingdon*, to prfBycnt in time the first growing of sncl| 

i* evils " In this letter his xM^esty gave direction?, ** That the House where 
" sp maijy Friars appeared in their Habits, and i^hei'ein the Reverend ArCh>r 
*' Bishop, and Mayor of Dublin, received the first public aiftoilt, be speedily 

/^demolished; and be a mark of terror to fiie r^sisters of authority: and 

^ It may te foimd al fntt kiigth in Ra6hworth'8 CollecctoM, fart the 
jpecOAd, page CI. 

. f Vidt Kubhwoi'th's CoflectioQs,^ part tba second, p. 5$« 
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^< that die re$t mi liieUaute^ erected er emploj^cd (Uerp^ er else wkerc tiv 
'Mfeknd, to tii* itsfpf Superstitious Societies, be converted to Hooses bf 
'^ CerrectAOiiy iind tu Aet iUlc people qii M^ork, or ^ otbcf public nitgl^ 
^^\fov- t^e aflYaiic^mPi|t„ff Justice, pood Ait, or Tra<|e" tf t\m6 
vi|*oroii3 measuiies had^lvrays been ^opted, dt^i^ning Papistn would never 
ftince have been cl^oraus agaiqst the >>tate, or raisM then* rebel ^losts 
afaififit their Sovereign^ they would not, as ot' late Vears, have tighred the 
firebrand of seditioQ,. in their public assemblies, nor would a eololiy of 
nitcliievous Jesi^ be suffered in this our day, to colonize otir iand, of 

infest it' with their poieos. , ( 

< ' " - 

Sooi^after these measures were adopted, l^rd Falkland was reeled t^ 
V.ngland, and Usher attended him to the place ol'hift emb«rka£ioii. His 
Lordsiiip reserved tlie Primate as the last of his frienJ^, of wtiimrhe was to 
take Ills leave, and when he approaclied to bid lilm f^ewctt, he l^t piccte- 
tfated himself iipon the earth, and imploiied bis blessing. A scene so 
affecting coild ntft faiito produce a general sympathy, while the humilit^ 
of the worthy Nobleman ninst neoeasarily have raised him in the estims(ti2>n 
of 1^11. Wherever Usher's name is ksoiva this circiinistance ought surely to 
be recorded, as weU^ in probf of the respect which he commanded, as 
in honour of the- truly noble personage, who paid him tliis^ distingui^l^ed mark 
•f admimtido. • •- t 

In the prosecution of his literary researches, the Primate fonnd it neces- 
^ry to appropriate a certain portion of his annual income for the pnrcha»« 
of Books, and Manuscripts. To procure the most valuable of both in tli« 
jBastern languages, he maintained a constant correspondenee with Mr. 
'riiemas Davies, a Merchant of Aleppo, and a man of piety, as appears 
^rom his letters. By tl^ means of thb gentleman, he obtained in 16i7 the 
,5cst Samaritan Pentateuch, which was ever brought into the Western parts 
.of Europe. Tiii^ iuiportatiou was the more valuable as it mainly corroborated 
4 he verity of the Hebrew Pentateuch. Usher himself collated the differences^ 
which cxi.>ted between the two versions, he presented them so collated to 
'>iis friend vSeld(;|i, and also traiiscribcd some passages for him, which he, 
3 ?quu'ed for iiis iUa^i^oru ^runJe/iana. This celebrated Barrister, in the 
couiuiencemcnt of Ike work already named, described the version, of which 
we have been speaking, as written in the Samaritan character, as being 
perhaps the most ancient, as having been in use before the time of Ezra, 
ai;^! as having been obtained t^oni the East, at great expense^ by Jatee» 
Ubher, Archbishop of Armagh, whom he characterises as a man of mosf^ 
ixafted pitii/, most lingular jadgmfnty and most i^Uhculous karuing, Thva 
publicly did Selden profess his admiraticn of tl^ mAn, to whom at the 
cuucludon of one of his letters he declared, " th|it no man more admired lus 
•worth, frul9f adiriicd fill worth, or p<t/V*sfrf hftnsetlf to do so,' than wbHt 
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lie<iid. Pro6fstoii9 of regard to ^e iiidhicliml when present, are oot always 
a ttended by stinllar Ictedaiations of esteem when absent Bishop Walton, when 
he waH preparmg his Fo|ygtot Bible ibr the press, obtained the pcrtisal of all 
Usher's oriental papers, from which he derived very considerable profit.* 
These papcfrs have since been deposited in the Bodleian Library. 

*4inoag niany other blessings conferred on Ireland, by our excellent 
jpj4iuat^ 3ed«ll was not the least. Advanced to the Provostship of Diiblia 
College, by means of Usher, and being like him, actively engaged in the 
adva^icement of national piety, they became matnally attached. Whea 
Bedell (lowcver was promoted to the Bishoprick of Kiimore and Ardagh» 
^any mabgnant leports were circulate^ ' to the disadvantage of each* 
Usher was said to, have exacted considerable sums of money from the 
Clergy, in pne of his triennial visitations at Ardagh and Kilmore, and to have 
permitted the existence of many ' corniptiods in his eeclesiastisial courtsi. 
'^'hcse aspersions were doubtless ^ross, when we. consider that the amount 
ci what he receive^ was really insnfficient to defray the expense of hi» 
joomey, tliat he had* defended rhe Clergy of Ardagh from actual poverty, and 
that he had drawn up at that time a table of the tythes jmd dories, belongmj; 
'to the Clergy x)f Kilmore, in order to have them Confirmed- tv them by the 
regal anthority, as they then only held them by tl^ courtesy of the State. . 
ICespecting hfs Comt he remailLS to Ue\ieU, ** complaints I knoMf.wiU be 
<< made against my Conrt, and your Court, and every Court wherein vice 
y shall be punished, a^^ that not by the Dehuquents alone, but also by 
*^ their Landlords, be they PrQtestants or others, who in this country care 
" not how their tenants live, so they pay them their rents.* The ec^icsiasti* 
cal courts were at this time subject to much abuse and extortion j and 
seem particularly to have been so is tiie diocese. of Kilmore, To reform 
them therefore immediately became the object of Bedell's benevolent 
sohcitude. He found liis Chancellor in the accustomed receipt of exoil)i- 
taut fees, and oonsiderhig his patent to have been granted illegally, he de- 
clared it to be void^ Usher in adverting to this transaction wrote to him 
that, ** to pronounce in a jmlicijil manner of tlie validity or invalidity of a 
" Patent, is no office of the -Ecclesiastical, but of the Civil Magistrate j* 
observing also, that it was better ** not to take away the jurisdiction frcm 
^* the Chancellor, ar\d put it into the Bishops handsj^ alone, ** For says he, 
.. ** uU BisliQps are net like my Lord cf Kilmore, I know,'* he continues, " a 
** Bishop in this land, who exercisetli the jurisdiction himself j and I dare 
. " boldly say there is more injustice and oppression to be foimd in him alone, 
<< than in all the Chancellors in the whole Kingdom put together ; an<| 
'* tliough I do not justify tlie takui|; of Fees without good ground, yet I 

*' may truly say of a great part of mine own, and of many other Bikhop*s 
^ •* Diocesscs, that if men stood not more in fear of the Fe*is of ^e Court, 
f^ t&m of standing in a \\hite slt^et^ we should have here amon|f us another' 
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^Mfom«ad«««onik* Biinit in Iws life of Be<eH rtyitlmtibi tfjlMiyL^ 
^oadaet b Ibk iwtance, b«t ai be tecat not ta have lad iccen to tikt 
4toeiiiiieBtg just ifsotedy as wtait He aiQW reipeetMK k lie says avvilr 
lltogly, aiid 90 te tlmt deteribed oar 1>riaiate*8 character adnin^ ^ell. In 
Reserves to be ae4|0itteid. ** No raaay* tayii he^ <* had a better soul, and # 
f* more apostolic mind. Ip |iis oonvenation he e?cpressed the tme timplicity 
*< of a Christian ; for Pa^i(Oii» Pride, ddf-Will, or the Lbve oftfae World^ 
*<seemednotsomuchastobChifai^natiii«. So that b« had All tbeiim(»I 
<^ cence of ch^e Dove in him. He had a ^ay 0(f gaihidg peop1«% h<<arti, mi 
^ of touching their consde^es/that lobkcd li^e ioffle^l/h^t cf |hC ApostMtdtf 
f Age revived ; he spent pinch of hfs time In these twp best exercisM^ 
**. secret prayer, and dealing wipA other people's CddsdienCes, ettHer in ht| 
^ Sermons, or private discoorscs ; and what remained b^ dedicated to Ul| 
^ studies^ in which those many Volumes that caihe from hmi, showed atnosi 
f* aroaahig di]i|^nce and exactness, joined w>th great jodgnlent, do that ha 
^ was certainly one of ^ gr^f^ert alid Wftt men th4t age, or pertotj^ 
^ the world hap prodnced * 

A. D. 1630, King Charles aftopnnced, by express, to ^e Lord Depaty^ 
vAd.CooBcil of Irdand^ thecircnmstance^^liisSon's birth. These tidingif 
areie received with ^eciiliar joy, a di^ of thanksgiving for so great a 
WeisMig wasa|^painted,and the Primate was selected by the Lords Justice 
Oark and Lofkna, to preach on the occasion, which he accordingly did. 

Sometime ill th(B year following be pnbtlshedliis Histoiy df the Bctiedicth» 
itonk Gottescalens, of the Abbey of Orbais in France, who fionrisb^d in 
Ibe beginning of the mnih Ceptury, and vfho, though his pfHttioos were 
condemned, ^d fhongb he w^ himself imprisoned, and snflR&red the mb4t 
^el chastiseineiilf , by the decree of two CoukiciU, was fiobly constant, 
never for a moment retracted his principles, but publicly avo\%ed them hi 
fwo confessions ot iaith, which are pttbl|shed in the woili before us, and 
■wfaidi vrere obtaiuedin MSS. from Corbey Abbey, by the Rev. Biogra|di^r 
of Gottescalc. Vih^r had or^lnally bitebded to have intlrodnced tiie 
acrotmt of fhisexcell^t, but peniecuted MoMk, aud of the predestiotfrh(n 
controversy which he excited, m a detailed view of the sentiments enter- 
^Tned od that subject In the early ages. Ue btgan to ct>llect materads tbr 
llhis pUrfXMe, When hfe was only t>^elve years old, but he afterwards gave 
up fhe S^gti, whM he foUud his friend Voishis was prcpaiiug a work of a 
'^nar BatuiH for ^ prets. The PiinuKe diHvM most of his iufohnation 
tespccUkfl^ Gotrescatc frotn Flodoardus, and otber writers of that age ; II^ 
iftedicftted the tteatlft to ▼ogijios, offered it to him to incorporate inr a 
Ibtare edlHon of his work, and entitled it GtffteH'olci et prAdaii7mtim€t 
CoiAromtiti aft «• imf, fiin^rUh Tbit was tfct first Xiatla w^cls ^<r, 
fffiatud in li^Ktli 
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HownfaMQ, Bishop of Dtrryy Mat Mto tiie world a iMfrtiM 09 te fin^ 
f w ie i cii a ce of beiwfen in tlieir oonto^t Himmt vm^ and thoir pragmi i»< 
Ihe way of iMdincM. Uilier fapiihcd hiah with sobm maliiiab whidi 
vera introdac^ into tiie thirleeath fllaiptor of ihe Work, aeoordiagtA 
]lawiAaiii*sackiiowMiS«wiitto himin «lattM-, date4A|»il«4» 1630. Am 
#iir Prim ate had coittribated some of the matler he was no doabi Awonmbte 
to the contents of the book, and anxions for it» cireahoidn, it iinst thera^ 
fore haire been very fgnting to his feelinfs to have reeeived the R^ral 
Mandate to suppress it. Land had previous .ttf this obtained the Ringli/ 
Signature to inOruetidm which he himself had drawn up, and wbieh weiw 
addressed to the Arch-Bishops and Bishops of ^i^land and Ireland, im 
which oHers were {pven for the suppression cf aH writings vrherein anjr 
teierence was made to the controverted theological subjects of the di^ 
and the silendng of those Ministers who recurred to them in tlieir discoursesk 
lAud always aKve to the advancement of his own party, rigorously enforced 
ihe execution of these mandates agamst every Preacher who even slightly 
liinted against, and every vrriting ^t even obscurely, and in an isolated 
|>as^age, appeared unfavourable to his own sentiments ; while on the con* 
irary he not only permitted, but even sanctioned every person, who in bia 
^reacbiug inveighed against the principles to whidi he himself ^as h(«tile, or 
hi hi» writings decoded the opinions which he liimself espohsed. Huoh was 
Laud m the plenitude of his arbitrary power, such the tyranny he exer- 
^ibed over the Churdi. Tlie Bishop of Derry's work was too skilMiillj 
directed against this blgot^a views to be aUowed fk«e course. He Mifrofoiw 
'fadaced the King to write to the ArcM-Bisbopa of Canlerbnry am^Annaghy 
to issue their warrants for the snppreaHon of eveiy ieopy which iwBained . <^ 
it They of course obeyed. Usher however informed him thaC the greater 
part of the edition had been soJd, and expressed his assent in a letter 
^pioted by Prynne in his Cdni^lmnf^ JDoom, to an observation of Laad% 
femarkmg, ** in the History of Gottescalcns, your Lordship nu^ see yoar 
•wn observation fully verified, that after Prelates had written against l^a- 
tatcs, and i^oiU against Synods, these things would have no end until both 
iddes became weary of contending.* in endeavouring to ^Tctenuate fail 
•wn procedure,' it is probable that Land thus excused himself by 
represeuting it as his wish to prevent the rise ot eontroversy, as nevep 
boini^ productive of good, and as being then only concluded when the 
eomba^ants were fatigued by protracted hostilities. Had this been hie 
real o)>ject it might perhaps have been well to have effected it, but this vraa 
not his purpose, for if it were, no controversial writing wbitcver, eitbev 
against or in favour of tiie predestinarian doctrines^ or any ether ^Ijilfft'f 
wpa^ have be^n suffered tO'lssae from (he Fn»s.. 
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About thil tiiie a cir&ilkr letter mA addressafi to the Irlah Arcli-Bifihopl? 
by Charles, denting them to give a sj^aiftl. charge to the Bishops witliih 
Iheir juriijdiction t<> exhoft the Clergy in their several Biocesses, *' Tiiatatt 
•fthein foe careful to do their dhty by Preaching- and Catechising in tlie 
Parishes committed to their eharjge, and that they live ansvicrable to the 
doctrines vrhich they presUsh to thei)eople.'' l}e mentioned in the b^;inning 
•f the letter tliat he had taken into hi& special consideration the jnformutiou 
lie had received from tk^ Privy Coancil oflrelandy respecting the inciease 
and grovrthof ibe Romish Faction ^^ and the- neglect of the Clergy wliomhe 
said were *' not so careful as they otight to be, either of God's service, or 
the honour of themselves, and their profes^on, in removing all pretences of 
•caiidal in their lives and conversation." This communication was more 
grateftd to our Primate's f^^Iing^, than that vyhich be had lately received. It 
animated bis zeal^ and warmed all the feelings of lii^ mind, lie diligently 
tndeavoored to reform the abases which existed in his ovin Provmce, most 
•f which wero already recti:^edj and sought to reolaim bis deluded country* 
men,- who had from iafancy been wedded to tiie superstitions' of Rome, 
frequently, and familiarly conversing with those he knew, and inviting all 
who lived near him to his house, when he always dwelt mildly on the errors; 
they esponsed, and often times was wonderful'^y successfid in persuading 
them of the deceits which weie practised for tlieir delusion, and in leading 
them to an experimental knowledge of the truth of those doctrines whicli 
were taught in the Reformed Churches. This line of conduct be also 
lepommended very warmly to the Bishopa and Clergy of his Arch* Diocese^ 
aeekmg if possible to induce tliem by theur prex;hing and living to sta^F 
the toneuts of superstition, and defend the bulwarks of the Churck 
'* Nor was his care confined only," says Parr, ** to the conversion of the 
ignorant Irish Papists, he abo endeavoured the ;edi»cti»n of tiie Scotch and 
Englisli Sectaries to the bosom of the C'faurcb,' as it waa by l»w established, 
conferring and arguing with divers of them, at well Minivers as Lay-nien> 
end shewing them the weakness of those ^ scniples and o4)je€tfont tliey had 
against joining witli the public service of the Clmrcb, and subnutting to ita 
Government and Discipline ; and indeed the Lord Primate was now takeir 
«P <in conferences with all sort of persons, or in answering letters frona 
learned men abroad, or else soch as applied themselves tu him forliis judg • 
Bent 'm different points in divinity, .or resotottonain cas^s of conscience ; 
that whoever shall consider this, as also his many civil, anil Ecclesiastic;!^ 
Functions, together with the constant course of his studies, must acknow- 
ledge that none but one of his large capacity could be ever sufficient tor so 
aMUiy, and so different employments.' 

A. D. 1632. The Lord Primate published his Velervm ICpistolaruni 
Pifbemicarum Sylltfge, a collection of Ancient Irish Letters; some iif 
frosaand others in v€raC|from and to the Bishops and Monks^ who £l-jurls'.cd 
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i^#A6ii tWjitvt Mt Mid ii8r>, niopt of (lkt:ii seiitiiij to die «4bn o^ ^^ 
trilh Gharcb, many of then! to tli6 celebration t»f Easter, and all of them 
In some matter in rdigion. FeW- o^ thorn liaci previously been published : 
they ifrere chiefly found among th< mandscripts in the Cottonian Library, 
•ad added much to the literaii'y charACt^r Of th# Editor^^ Already greater 
ilMHi that oir any of hif contemporaries. ' 

A« D. 16$4. The tmly Right Reverend do^ait of this nirraciTe was 
«>mnMUkled by the Lord Deputy Wentwocth to draw op a statement rea> 
^^tnig the precedency of his Se^ over that of Dublin, as the Arch*llishep 
of the latter had denied its legaUty, and daimed it for his own* This task 
Iw At first decliiied as being too invidioas, but.beidg fre<iueatly urged 
Jlo midertake it, he at length obeyed, and very satiillfactorily, and learnedly 
established the Antiitnity and Primady of his .See, which was aecordingly 
toofimied by the King and Coimcil. He alto was allowed to tal^e pra- 
«edeoee of the Lord Chancellor, ** whidi|" ta^s Pare, (^ he bf^ngabeva 
^sttch tMles) was not at all able to elate hinB." Heaven-bom spirit, maf 
thy mantle be transmitted to all thy snoeessorsy and all thy Brethren in the 
gj^palOfficet 

At the op^aihl of tbe Irish Pa^iiameot m 1635, he preached before th« 
.^tfM^ Deputy, Aild assembled Legislature at St. Patrick's Cathedral. Ihld 
Wahjtci which he ^ected for his Sermon yUnm Genesis, «1ix. lO, ^ The sdeptr# 
•hall not depart from iodah, nor a hl#giver from t>etween ttis fe^t, till Shiloh 
tpme, and to bim shaU the gathering oif the pedple tie.*^ ^yncrodisuig #ifli th# 
Opening of Parliament this year was the opdning of A ntemorable <*OhV(iaatio< 
•f the trials Clergy. <« At it^" says Parr, (whos^ sources of'informatioh wer# 
doabtless more accurate than tliose of a modern Biogirapher,) ^ this Lord 
l^rimate at the 'instigation of the Lord Deputy, and Lord Aik^6ishop of 
CaiitiBrbary, thought Ai to propose, thAt to express the agreement of tlie 
C^r^h of IreUpd witb tliat of ^glaild^ both iti dodtrid^ And disclpUtte, thA 
thurty-nioft articles should be received by thii Church o/li^dAhd, which pro* 
^aial was thereupoil consented tp>by both HoosAs of Cdnvoeadoli, Alld the 
eaidait^^cs ^et^ declaied to be tli4 eodfession 6f fWth of'the Church of 
Ireland, but without abrogating or ekclndmg the fohn^i^ artides, niAde ii^ 
le^S.^-^He Also thus answen the assertion of a Well known CAsuist thAt thA 
Uccption of another set of arti<iles, was' as virUial an abrogatiod of the 
former, although tiiey were not a<itaally annulled^ as the giving of the New 
Covenant was an abrogation of thA Old, by observing* that *< thu were a 
food argument if the artkles of the Church cif En^^hmd were as haco&sisteni 
%rith tlto^tc of Ireland, as those tjro Covenants are with each otliAr, but,*' 
lie adds, ** if they differ no more thAn the Nicene does fVom the Apostleti' 
CcAAd, (whiehi though it contains mote, yet d<>es not amnd the former,) 

F 
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th(*ii'Wiiboat doubt the recaving of tbe Articles of the Chureb of Engttad 
was, no abrogation of those of Ireland .^It appears strange that after to 
aatiifaetory a statement of the matter, the old misrepresentations of a bigotted 
and caliimniatina;individual should be revived. Are we to imagine, admit it 
as we must, ^lat.'^ Wentworth'afunddmentalpriticiplcfn his 'Goverhohent of 
Ireland was to render it in every respect a depemlency on the CroWn W - 
England,"* and tliat Laud "from his personal love of power,** "his iiOti6te 
•of the necessity of imiformity in Jleligion," and << his' attachment: ta the 
Armenian tenets iuoppo^itioh to tbeCalvinistic)'^ might have musIi^ .M^r 
. the abrogation of the Irish Articles of Faith,'* as in .them " Usher had given 
ar decided beat towards the tattecsyltem," toe we to unagine that he could 
blindly. have been drawn into. «• magic drcie ettlier by.>Land*a or •Weot* 
^fOrtik's wand, and| thus have beeu Induced Uy destroy tho^imnd^tion, which 
lie hiikftell^ad laid for purity of Doetriae in the kish Ghuveh, ailbjiire h|» 
AwA creed, and embrace one which he hitiew l<^ be ecnmeopa^ 8atjb 
tergiversatioo ' was neVer chargeable tm him. He sever wouki have pHiK 
^osed the adoption of the Euj^UshrArtides, if their adeptioo woidU have 
Ittineelled those he wroteV or io My respect havts iutfodiiceit temiipeiile 
which he thought repugnant to the Scriptures. Nor, unlets pefsuiided thlt 
the two systems of faith were generical^ identical, would he ever have 
drawn up the following preamble to the Irish Canons,. ^ For the maiiifesta-' 
^ tioQ of oui: agreeipent with the £ng11sl.i Chnrcl^ in the confession of flni 
** same Christian Faith, and in the doctrines of the Sacrament, we rcceii/W 
and approve the BooIl of Articles of Redgion agreed Upon between ilie 
^Archbishops, Bishops, and body of Clergy in the Synod of Iion^it, 150^^ 
*^ for the removal oif differences in opinion, and*the estabfistunent of consM 
^in true Religion,. If therefore any one shall hereafter affirm, that any 6f 
^ the said articles ai^ in any^ respect superstitious or erroneous, or sueh ay 
•* caonot be subscribe^ with a good conscience let him be excommuntc^ted^ 
^ 9pd pot absolved till he shall publicly have retracteiiflits errors***— Ti wai 
nnpgssible to frame » more explicit ac}l|erence to the rule of faith adopted in 
the Sj^er ^i^nd, but how could it be. deemed '^^ submissive?** Sdch n 
censure w9;»uot ^a)<erited by liim. Tlie fact is, the English Articles ^ere 
adopte^ solely wkh a v|cT«r of ccrtifymg the agreejnent of the two Chttl-cM 
hi the.^aine faith, and ' uniting them in every particular. Both sets Of 
articles were therefore signec( at all brdinations, until the unfortunate con« 
testsbetween the ife^l-andreiHiblican parties involved all things in the^r 
own confusion^ Wbeu tlies^^ contest^ ceased however, the Irish Articles 
were not again required ta be signed. The independence of <lie Irish 
Church had already been asseiied, her f^eement with tlie Churdt of 
Enflfn^rhad already been admitted, and therefore the practise was no 
'hng^ Cf»nfidc^ oece^sary^. . 

« AikiB*t life of Uiber, p.4$^ 
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** Always actiyely epgaged in cndeavourinn^ io extend the knowledge (^ 
dlWine troth, he published at Du^liiij, At D. 1638, aninvahiable treatise, en- 
titled Jmmanuel^ or the Mystery (/ the Incarnation qf the Son of God. ' Tliin 
' ti^ct contained the substance of* several Sernuins \w, Imd previously preached 
ib the lading doctrines of the Oospel ; aYid derives its inbject from tlm 
text he prefixed to it, John/i 14^.** Tfie iV^oird was made flesh." Having 
first mentioned the ina^ veilons circupistance that the leather of Eternity 
was bom in, time, and. the Mighty God' became acHild, he nextadverti 
to the manner in whicli the -union of the Divine Ptrsoii, ami th^ 
Huni^h Nature was accomplished, * dilates on the necessity of thehiiman 
^atiire, being assumed that satisfaction might be . made in the nature 
of the ' oflfending^ paily, and' that it should be combinecl with the 
tevine .Person in order to' give merit to his atonement, and elfieacy 
to his intercession'.* Tliese important matters beins[ full^ est^iMished^ ha 
next enlaiges on the manner in which the Redemption of the . purchased 
possession is conveyed to the sons of men.. As it could be of no value to ona 
who was not rehited to' the p^irchascr, he proves Clnist to have been the 
nearest of kin to his^ believing people, not only as being the imniediat^j 
•agent of their birtfa,^ ^d the universal principle by which their nature ^ 
tustaMed, but also as the n<;tual Creator df their ijpw nature whejeby tliey 
are begotten to a spu-itual and everlasting life^ ^nd by which their rescni* 
l)]ance tortile first man A^dam being removed. Xhelikenea^ of the second' inaii 
the Lord frohi Heaven is impressed upon their niinds, tlius receiving those 
tw6 things, which every creature receives fw)m him who begets it, life 2ind 
likentss. He enlarges separately on those two subjects, and , aftciv.arils 
proves that the bond of union 'between Christ and BeUevers, is on bis purl 
iiie qnicktnikg'ipiAt, which from him a? the Head is diffuied to their spiritual 
'ahimatibn 'as'his members, and on then- part Faith tiie prime act <?f^ life 
wrought in them by the same Spirit. He then enlarges on his clmracte^ as 
Prophet, Piiest,. and King, makes some admirable remarks ob tlie mlni-ste* 
.l^nl ofilee, thronghoot'shews tlie necessity of h?s being l)Oth Cdtfand m'«ri,' in 
•everai passages refers with much judgment to the Jewish ceiemdmes as 
fypes of Christ, and svuns up «U with the noble resolve of the Apoatle,^ 
" I count all things but loss for Ih? exceljency of tije knowtedge of Chi:ii(t 
Jcsiis my I^rd. ' • _ 

•The year following he pbbfi^bcd hii long expected and learned work 
entitled Bri$amiiUiifvtn EeOManim Avittfuitates, whic^i contains a mo^t 
ample and safMhctdry* accoimt of the tiiitish Churches, from their first 
otab Krfn bt ^ t, twenty years aS\er the death of Christ, to the end of the 
aevcfeitli' eeifturf • He Introdiicctf inio this work an account of the successioQ 
0i-En^lmk mmI fri4i Bi^ops as Ihr iisit^onld be ascertained, and lias given in 
it vl^alM^ie# of Pela^tift, and hLi Heresy, a matter intimately ( 
Meted with his iUl:(ject, 

• Phif. iii. 8. 
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Having tptihi i ixtetn i^ears in th« yigortti.t aad fy^l dkclMirf* af Mi 
Archepis(opai Functions he was obliged to visit England, for the arniiigci> 
inent of some domestic concerns, early in A. D. t640« He was accompanied 
by his wife and family^ and intended only to be absent froiii his See a year. 
But Hft whose thoughts are not as our thonglits^ intended otherwise. Hi| 
departPre op tbis ocfasion vras % signal roailL, sayi one of his Chaplamay ** of 
God's special pro^idenc^ at if, according to the Angel's speech te Lot 
notiiing could \^ dpoe till ke escaped to Zoar." . The holy man ^xpecte^ 
sliprtly to have vi.«ited his native country ajc^ain, to have dwelt in his ovm 
land, and nnder his own fig tree ; bnt the Irish Rebellion prevented th« 
accomplishment of his purpose, and many were th^ afflicting circumsfancea 
with which his soJQUfn in England was attei^ded. Many were the fore* 
bodmgs which he had fgr several years of nnasui^l disasters occurring to t^ 
State and to the Conntry, Ife had ample opportunity of tracing the>riii- 
ciples and feelings of popeiy, he kpew the monster under every di^ise it 
assumed, he perceive*^ its hatred to every thing wbic^ wm not of it# ovm 
^ind ; l)e was conyinced that, tfiough fettered, it yet had po^er, that its' 
energies unless wholly restrained, possessed too great a re^Ii^i^cey and h% 
dreaded the consequences. Such V^ere tome of the \ast observations he 
tat^de to his ^haplain Bernard ; f* I cannot fqrgety" said thi|t dprs^nun, 
^ the sen'pus pfeparation he gave me, at my tfdLing leave pf hi^, fjir the 
Tfiany sorrows i|q4 >nis§r**«9 I shpul4 spc» befi>re I saw him again, ^d wit^ 
\\vKi confidence as if it had been within yiew ;*' am) many were tbe sprrowp 
pnd miseries Bernard was called upon to witneu. He was eptrnsted wit^i 
t]ie care of the Prim^^te's library, i^nd dnring four months he was benege^ 
in Drogheda, A«Dfl(|41, tl^e Priests and Friars without exulted in the 
idea of obtaining so valuable a colleotioo, while the barbarous multitude 
ardently desired to satiate, their Airy by burning him, apd his friend's booM 
tflfethei ! , 

" Dread was the day, ainUnorc dreadfiil the omen.* 
11ieie de^rei however were finistrated, and the Primate's Library w«i 
l9rwarded to bin ei^rly in the next spring to Chester. 

' On the Primate's arrival in Loqdon, whither he went immediately op 
leaving Ireland, he was appointed Preacher et Cpvent-Carden, being de- 
prived of the tejqporalities pf his See ; but finding the heatof fhction ro« 
j^reat to l)e endured, he quitted the t^aialta ef the Mtfiopefis, ibr the 
literary retirement of Qxford,. Dr. Morris, Caaon, and fiebre« proltiser.mt 
Christ Church, accommodated him with lodgings, i|i the Mine bmidingwith 
Vr, PaiT, with- whom his Grace became extremely intimate, and irbonlM 
appointed his Chaplain. On the 5th pf November thia.year be pre acb e d -a 
se nrion at St Mary's Chprch, Oxlord, respecting wiBeh, Weed hm waited 
the following ^nr^ous ci^cunistai|ce.7-i|e m^tiofwdin U iMbeM ;e 
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^ pin^l^ writtot by I^ Ba«klaiid» • Papist, tile Mie tati^ 

intu^^Kstfan enkindled mmI ; the other Pour LametKtiaknu drawn oui^f 

tkt^Uoiy Scripfure$^ both primed at Rone in 1603, two years previous t» 

, die discovery of the Guu-powder Treason ill England, which he proved 

from many passages in those tracts, was known at the time of their pnblica^ 

tion at the pUifse where the Wliore of Babylon reignetb, and that prayen 

were ther • dent up for ii..^ prospert^i^^ success of it Wood says however^ 

that he c^iild find no notice of when or where this Book was printed in nf^f 

part of t||e volume ; bot though Wood was unable to do so, yet Usher 

flight have received the iotetligentfte from /mother quarter, and he assiuredlj 

iprould not hav^ m^dc the observation 'unless he had sufficient authority tm 

warrant i^ After he had resided some months nt Oxford, where he aoioyed 

•oine very agrf cable intercourse vith many learned and wise men, h» 

returned for a t'lm^ tp the Bfetropolis, endeavoured as much as poisible t# 

conciliate jthe ^ing, the ChnrcJi, and Parliament, aod for this purpose evea 

il^bmitted to thc^ L^^l^tur^, OQ ope of their debates respectkif Chor^ 

Qovemmenty a proposal for reconisiliiig the Pprit^n and Epiicopidiaa 

^ parties. Ip this proposal he saggested the propriety of having occiiaioiiid 

neetinga pf th^ Clergy of e«ch Rural Deanery, with their SoffhigaB at 

|(o4f r»tor, to tjak^ po^izanpe of all mjitter? withip th^ir respective cure% 

whose acts might be all referable to monthly Diocesan Syoods, with • 

Bishop or President at their head, or in his absence one of the SufAagana; 

km VBfCgeited ttkewise that their acti might he tabjeot to l&e revisioii of • 

llttti«Mi4yiiod, eomposed' of the Archbishopa and Bishops, with eertum 

•f. the Oergy ehosen ont'of e«eb Oiooese^ that the Ardibishop or soai» 

Biihttp appointed by hnn might prilside, and that these National Synods 

«Mght afain form thanMeivas into Nattonai Councils where appeals raSghr 

ba Mctived fr^- inferior Ssmoiis, and where «celesiafitleal constitation 

SMglit be estabUsbed. This expedient was signed also by Richard H<dtwof^ 

nndwaa rendily aefniefced in by the Puritans, but rejected by the Kh^ 

and ta his rajeetion orit hb downfall may in n great measure be ase»be4. 

Finding himself therelbre umtble to mediate saccessfiiU^ between tine 

parties^ whose contcntioBS had arisen to sadi a fearful magnitude, lie agani 

letiifned to tiie seat of the Mnsea in 16it, wliere he took iip^his abode at hin 

Aieod Ou Prideanx's, and puMished m Hweouru on the (higin qfJUskofB tfa4 

MeiWopMmu ; and also another tract entitled, n GiograpkictU and Bittorit^ 

J»i$qni*UianomHmLffdian and Procokmkr Jsia^ in the former he proven 

Ihiit the^ Episcopal O&ee owed it* rise to the Apostles, existed in the porait 

ages, was replresented by 4he stars ni the right hand of Christ, mentiouedia 

Kcvehitiona> ; and also that the angels of the seven Gbnrclies there spoken o( 

were the Bishopeot these ekiea ; and in the latter he defends these opinioni 

b^proving that tbe^sevrmoUiet were all'melropolital seats of ciWl^and saoerdo- 

^OevelwneBtr'^Bia epiuieBiA feet fotpaniing Epiecopecjr, nngr very £»% 
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, W «animed up in his own \fot^ to Bernard, *' that Bptwopu* H^e^'er^ 
grddu ianivm differ uni, nonordine^ and conseqnently that in . places Sv^ere^ 
Bialiops cannot be bad, the ordination of Presby tdrs stamletb valid ; yqt oif 
rfc other side,** said iie, ** holding as I do that a Bishop hath superionty in 
degree aibove a Fr^sbyter, you may easily judge that the ordination made 
1^ such Presbyters as have severed themselves from those Bishops, 'nntff 
whom'^ they had sworn canonical obedience, cannot possibly by me bf 
Excused fr6ia being schismaticaIt*V' An answer was attempted to ^is wofk 
tfri th^ origtii of Bishops, by John Milton, whose controversial writings were 
itei^ fsf^'lroro equalitig, eitlier in t)§auty, fbrce^ or truth, that mpremedUaied* 
i^TH which' raised Imn to^ the loftiest pinnacle of poetic greatness, and 
i«adei4^ him the uiidispnted PViiice bf Ppets,' He bad now returned from 
i& Coiitiaeolal tour^ emt)raced tlie profe&ion of School-Master, becoine 
ibe defender of Regicides, the calumniator of Ltoyalists, and the advocate 
<^ social disiarder. ' In fact 'he had now, as Johnson observes, ^< adopted • 
the Pnri^mcal savagene^is of manners*' and- of course, ' ^' that generous 
l^aitty to r^^ and sex, thsitfond submission, that dignified obedience, tliat 
Aboniination of the heart, which kept ahVe, even in servitude itself," 
aceofding to the observatidn of Burke, ** the spirit of an exalted freedom* 
Ibd fled from tbe breast of our iiBpiortal Bard.-r»iV«^ii^ i^^^/mm b^l&ti 
folks sapii* ' 

« We nuat notfotgfii t^ rehite the ^reiyinterettfaig put h» yjjU nmOei^t^h 
to'take ^previous Jd Ids retainifroiiiiLofidoii, fat fhec^^kKioiiof-M%t(ii«lli» 
"^weat execffable, and iMMrbaraos tngedieB that ever was evhilMte^'Jlciiire A c$» 
vilked' aiidteiiee« He was selected by th« mifortuiiate £av|'Of StcpAttf 
te diieet fait devotJans* eontim bie ftutii^ aad^attaadlNtei t9-lbe ftt# hhfk^ 
¥iltere lielenmMited bis eaClflfaly coaoe nnfftrtmiate>d|di'linyjf.aarAr t^ 
^iafieBi^-tiine» "Xtioiaas We9iiM;portb, Barl of Strafibrd, was^J^etlaiiity mm 
Ciatiitiat«: he^tmf tyranoy^ and diatoyadily conspired a9IMn>t||is liliM'aml 
iMn^saccessfiil^ bat as far as man oan^dge Irith refeeeifee |a ataiui^ km 
awifioairtless tVrtniiate,fer he oame«ff aMire^tha^^aiiqueiaariAbit^ugh liim 
«lia tared btiB> aad gave Hiaiself far hiai^ . Tberli^losm^Ae^tinianj^lianie 
^ bim by Whilelocky GhatmMm of the Canonttee* whicb aMida^tad tbit 
ia^Mafbiaant/' at once esta bltshes the eac^ilance at his vbaracter^ jaiul tb^ 
li«:gravated gailt of ins inavdererv, 1^ eertatidy never aily aaanaaled^imajliA 
fart eft sacb a tbeatfe, with ntore.arisdoai, tuBstaacyy and eloqaence^ iffitli 
i^rebter i^easoB, jodgmeat and tcmper^^aBd wttb abeittergcfK^iD aUbia 
♦ords«iid actions than ibis great aad cacoettattt petsmi : and ^ wove^ |h# 
4Lta^ of m bis^ auditors, seme few ocepted to reaM^e^ and pitjuT 
Urtfefrnrat this great i*»n, whose laSI Sfeeeh upon tb(t4Mpoid,^Mfbwb 
fk adtiressedio Vjber, need bttlybif. eonsidled to i^nave biu a Gbn8tia«|» 
ittd VPatiiot In U ba decbtrsd biaattaciUM«t Ift |li«43^p^ 

• Rn^bworth'* Collections, Vol 4, p. 7Wi» 
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^ itt that Cfaurdiy* taid he, '^ I was born and bred» in that rdigioii I lim 
lived and now in it T dlcJ^^o Usher he tlien professed himself** reconciRd ' 
to the merciel of ieMstJhilst,^ expressed his* *^ confidence and assorsmqa 
tit the nkerits of Chfiit,** assttred him that his presence was *• a great 
eotnfott,'* and beside him he knelt when he addressed Ids last jirayef m 
this world h> tke KAtg; of Ringsi and Lord of Lords. But notwithstandii^ 
the regard which Loktd Sti^ffbrd thus eiadenced toward Usher, consulting 
kim morebver respecting many particulars of his defeac^, and notwithstana* 
'mg t^ respect ^if^icb Usbor paid h^n visitingbun daily jdnring .htfl' imprison* 
menty his Ge^ was #aiji to have ^tigaf^d hia murder, and to hate 
^dvi^d Charley to pass tlie BiU.forh|» attainder* But the Phmate was 
.very %iiK>m, consenting to his death. The Kixig indeed neat for htt% ' 
^when-he was preaching in the Church of Covei^ Gardeni tp consult 4ian on 
the \»Q«Uiess, but he told the m^s^eoger tot (le. wmi tbe« emptoyed aboit 
, Coin's business, and that, as soon as be ^d, done he would attend aposhwi 
^M^c«tty to understand his pleasure, which b^ did accordingly, and declarwl 
laf^f^ tho other Bishops, that if his Majesty did not conceive LotdStraflM 
,guilty of the crimes alleged agaius^him )m could not ia justice condeovi 
him. But condemn him, however unwillingly^ he did, and althongb tiifi 
langoage addressed to |iim by the Parliament then, was indemnity for tha 
•puu andsecitfltyfdrthe fatni^, the condemnation of bb innocent fithiikar 
%ai tisited «n bis own head. ' ^ 

4 AtP. %6Mf the Irish Bebela plundered hjs Cosntry Hooaei, selaed os 
^rent^ destroyed his Tenements, and drove away all 1ms cattle, wfal«|i 
were very nomerons, and very valuable, nothiog having eicaped their fygj 
«xe^t Im Jibniry, a^ has. been ah-eady related.- So great was the jwigmot 
!• which be wai thos reduced, that he wa» compelledto seU bis PJatey a«4 
Jliewels, ^ oqly valuables renainmg^ to rapply ,fais prasant need. B«it 
these grei(t tria^ Parr says, we^re unable to ^nake ** any. change 14 bit 
iHtaiil tet^p^r* ^ heavenly dispositieiv atUI submiituig to God*a pfovi< 
4lea^^ witli Christian patience, ^aad mas>MUHn»ty» bavuigiloag ieye 4 
before to use the thingaef this vMNdd as il he used thou aet; a«d.».«teu 
tbevet cenditien be was, thevewith te be a e nt eate d * " ^ In the aiidtf lef tfceae^ 
eilictiqnsy the City a«d UniveBHty of Xeyden eoimaAedbui te beemMi' 
^eir ii^orary Profesior,. enil offiured hioi a salary censidettbly omm 
ample than, what had formerly been annexed t6>.thait sitn^tie&.^ Cardiaa^ 
Richlieu also invited him to Fran^ premising him a oonsiderable fensio% 
aiid liberty of conscience* ^ He also wro^e to him a lelter'on the ptifaiioaiie» 
of his work Be PrimgrdUs Ec^kaUnmBr itw m if m rn mj ftOi of kibdMss and 
rjespecl, endosii^ l|im at the same ^me, a gold medal of great vAlue, itUuk 
was enstaroped with his own -likeness. Usher in return sent him a presete 
ef Irish giey-heoods << eni elfaernirities,'* says Parr, << which that eeudtry* 
^GMded.**^-&hig Chulii hewever thought It wher te detaiii him la 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4 .ii 
XITIU 

liigtgi^, aiid gave him u hold in Cmmmndmm Um BialM|Mtok of Carfisit^ 
vacated by the death of Dr. Potter, lliu hoipcver lie did not eiyoy lo9i» 
ftMr it was seiaed on by the long HnrKaoK^nt with all other Bishops lan^ 
iWy noniiiiaUy granted hinn indeed in cooaideration of Ins kisses in f relanJ^ 
and personal merits, eonpeniiitton of ^£400 per anntti% but meetly witfi- 
Md the payment of their gratuity, thinking perhaps, like nnmy others^ 
tfiat ebarity began at home. ' 

At Oxferdhe stin maintattted th^ iaam babltnid (SOdrse o^adrafaiistei^ te 
Bnhn ofOHead in the mnne of the heaTenly Phyttetatf-Cd thi diseased soiris 4t 
Idsfenowme^ He preaehedmestly every SmM|ay,eittier at St Olives, dr 
All-HaHows, where he had very large auditoriei* The ^t Sunday Um 
after KmgCharlea had retired to Oxford with hb shattered army ft-Mi tila 
Aibioiis battle of Edge-HHI, the first be f>ngfat, and where he was nonil* 
Mdly victor. Usher was called on to preaeh before him as abo on many 
a e l e mn oceaskms, which subsequently occnitM. There is much reaKon til 
Iwpe that the instntction which this vr^-lntentioned« but weak amf . l^kltised 
Memrcb, received iVom the Primate of Irefamd was attended with veif 
"l^easittg and nseful consequences. 

tn the Snmmer of 1643, the Parliament, who had now asfwrned to thea#> 
a^es the ei^ereiiie of the Roya] Prerogiative, outraged all the principles of 
the Constitution, and openly pioclaimed war against their Monarch, called 
H meethig of Divines at Westmmstei' to new model the sefviceof the Chnrdi 
•fEnghuid, add to reduce its discipline to their onhi notions of Cbntel 
Oovernment. The King previous to the in^etfng of fhdfr assembly, by 
Prodamation forbad tlie convocation, and threatened with severe'pnnishmerit 
any person who would disobey his commands. But half hUi sceptre was liow 
. wrested from his hands, and London no longer submitted to his sway. 
tJiher was appointed a member of the assembly, burhe had too bi^ and 
nonseientiottS a regard for the rel^ohs establisliraent with Whkfh be was 
nonnaeted, tn acquiesce in any measures whidi would subvert it, too Ihm 
an at t ncl n ueut for Ms King to penist in a measure afftettng his Covemi^nt, ^ 
la wkieh he refhsed his saaeMon^ and too great a respect for his commands^ 
i wham he derived Ms authority, to persevere in an act ^f 
He t hei e fo re never attended any of the deliberations of 
that anguat-hody, and they Were too sensible of the affront, to permit htm 
wmy laager ta retain the privilege of 'behig j^koned of their nttmber, they 
aoasplainiil nfhimti the Commons, and the Commons ^ipplled hit place 
with aoaie oandidaCe tor republican honors, who better merited their 
Ihwanm. Bint satisfied however with depriving him of his honorary 
aitaation, tlieCeauntttee, whom they appointed to deprive the Delinquents 
ar Malignants, (the names indiserianaately applied to ail Royidbts,) of 
thffr oitateay ordered hia Uhraryt whieh was dep«tiladutciiei.eaCeSeg«^ 
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•l4rer wta onl^ prevented by tbe* interference of" Vt, Fealty ao^ Mr. Seklcd» 
tM>tb of tliem Members of the Assembly, the latter of the Commons, and 
both of tbem ftiends of^ Ushep, who obtained tliem at a ^vour fur tUeir 
own ttie* • Many of hit papers, manuscripts, and all the letters ^iiicU be had 
left behind him were however stolen, and some of his b«oki were lo^t. 

Having now obtained nkuch celebrity at Oxford, as a public instmctor, 
aa the vigoroos defender of pure undefiied and primitive Cnristianity, aft the 
sapporter of his Monar^rh's rights, and the Nation's real interest, and th« 
determined foe of Rebellion, Innovation, and Anarchy, the Uikiveisity, 
who had already incorporated him among their Doctors of Divinity ; vvhen 
they were atsembled in Convocation, lOch March, 1644, ordered a certain 
number of their body to have ** hb Effigies engraven 'on i^ copper-plata 
with an ealoginm under it to be pretixed" to his work then at press, on tha 
Epistles of Ignatius.* The inscription agreed on for the copper-plate was, 
*^ James Usher, Archbishop of Armagh, Prunate of all ■ Ireland, the most 
skilful of primative antiquity, the unanswerable defender of the Orthodox 
Religion, the maul of errors, in preaching frequent, eloquent, very 
powerful, the rare example of an nnbhuneableltfb.'' The work for which 
.tliis engravuig vras intended, was a new edition of tlie Epistles of Ignatius 
collected, and revised^ as also a vention of them fi'om two old Af SS. he liad 
recently found in England ; prefixed to the whole was a learned dissertation 
on the writings of Ignatius and Polycarpi and on the Constitutions and 
Canons attributed to Clementof Rome. This work was regarded as a con> 
aiderable augmentation to his literary renown. It was his purpose to bavd 
annexed the Epistles of Barnabas to those of Ignatius, but his design waa 
frustrated, asthe great fire at Oxford consumed his copy, with the excep- 
tion of Ids initiatory remarks on the age, writer, and design of the epistle, 
which Bishop Fed, having procured from Dr. Bernard, bis Grace's Chaplain, 
introduced, altliough the^ouclusion of it was destroyed, into his edition of 
th It Epistle printed at Oxford^ 1685, 

He published also A. D. 1644, his work Dt Oraoi Sephuiguitm JwUrpi^ 
turn Venhne Syntagma. In th& treatise he eoajectores that the 6v^ Book* 
of Maset were the only part of the sacred writiags translated in the time of 
Ptolemy, and that they having perished in the general conflagration of hia 
great Library, were ^ain rendered into Creek, as also the whote of tha 
6ld Testament, by Doaitheus the Jcrw. Jhis version he imatpned waa 
generally received instead of. the true Philadelphian $ tliat the traasUtor 
interpoUted it as his wishes dictated ; and that hence proceeded all the 
diflferencet between the original and the^ Greek version, Except in his first 

* TTood's Faiti* 
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position hojvey^r, thU the Pentateach alone was translated by the Sevency^ 
he seems not to have been followed by any other writer on tfie subject.* 
Besides his observations on the. Sep tuagint he has also added some critical 
remarlis on many other versions. * ' ' 

We learn from Hiirae, that a Fast on the hi»t Wed»e*day of ereiy momh^. 
had been ordered by the ParUament, at the beginuing of those commotions, 
-vrhich rent the nation, and at length dethroned the King j and that " their 
Preaclieis on that day, were careful to keep alive, by their vehement- 
declarations, the popular prejudices entertained against the KingV against 
the Prelacy, aud against Popery. The King that he might combat the 
Parliament with tiieir own weapons, appointed likewise a monthly fast, 
^hfn the people should be instructed in the duties of loyalty and submission 
to the higher powers. " On one of tliese occasions Usher preached before 
In* Majesty, Oia 2 Chrcn. vii. 14, « If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from" 
their wicked ways ; then will I hear from Heaven, and will forgive their 
sua, and will heal their land." It was to him a very pleasing office to ex. 
patiate on the obedience of the subject to the sovereign ; but he was aware 
that the principle of Royalty was very far fVom embracing all the precepts of 
religion, and as many vi^ere then possessed of it, who were extremely 
immoral iu their Uvea, he as boldly reprobated the prevailing licentiousness 
of the times, as lie did the rebellious procedure of the reigning part of the 
Commons and their adherents. He also preached before the King on 
another fas' day when his Commissioners for Peace, and the Parliamentary- 
Commissioners for protracted warfare, and the annihilation of all constitn- . 
tional principles were convened kt Uxbridge. His text was James iii. 1$, 
" The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that luve peace." H« 
expatiated very largely on the blessings of peace, and on the horrors of war, 
praying at tlie same time that the gracious concessions of his Majesty might 
be accepted by the Rebel Foe. His prayer however, in the inscrutable wisdom 
of Heaven, was rejected, the concessions vVere sligtted, demands too 
enormous arid e^ttravagant to grant we^re made j hostilities were renewed, 
ftiid "the vessel of the state* was now expected to "6y forward iq her 
coarse toward regeneration with more speed than evei*,** wafted prospe. 
rously on with the propitious gale of aggravated treason, and unprovoked 
disloyalty. 

In this juncture of affairs, the siege of Oxford being meditated by the 
Parliament forces, and the immediate departure of the King bemg 

/ 

• Ftfr a fnll account of the Septaagint, Consult Hamilton*s Introduction to 
the study of the Hebrew Scriptures, Chap, 6. 
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resolved oKi, the Lord Primate determined to leave the Academic GroTW, 
whither' he had resorted wit^i so much pleasure to himself and profit lo otli^rs, 
and to visit his son in-law, Sir Timothy tyrrel, then Governor of (aerdiftTe, 
and General of Ordiiance in Sontli Watea. ' A ccordirtgW having takeirleave 
of his Majesty, he pi^oceeder ili company Vitli thfe Prince 6f W^les, to 
Bristol, and from thence continued his roiit^e to the place 6f his d^stirtatidn. 
Here he was received with the utmost joj aiKl affection by his S6n and 
DJiughter, from whom he had bfeen separaVd during a long interval «f time. 
It is much to he lamented however, thit we are not more fuHyinforMied 
respecting tjie , endearing attentions, V^hlcJi they pa^d their venerable^ 
parent, or'th'o3e interesting scenes of social interconrse in vthich he must 
' here have foi^nd such pleasing, reiaxatiou from the severe labours of tiis 
»mdy. in this secluded fortrpss, secure from the dangers and disastersjof 
.war 1)^ iiearly ,cpmpleted Uie first part o^his annats, pursi«?d vrM unabat^ed 
yi|w hik learned undertakings, had once more the gratificafion of 'seeing liis 
xespected Monarch, and agkla had an opportunity of preaching before him, 
when he reti^atedto Caerdiffe, in hopes of levying an army in the exliausted 
regions ^f Wales, after he had been Vanquished in the fatal plains 'of 
' Naseliy, through t<ie impnid^iii Conduct of Prince Rupert CHaries ^\^ 
' longer ibie to garrison so many "towns, was compelled to remove Sir T. 
Tyrrel, and the tt-oops he^cbmiiiatidfea 5 and Biher, no longer itetlfed, was 
yfet do«bti*f wbietiier he should re;turn to Oxford, ai?d brave tlie daDp9rs of 
the enaiattledplwns which intervened, or retreat. to the Continent, whpn 
tfie Dowajjer l>dy Straying kindly inviting him t;© St Donates, he resolved 
.to comply wkh'her request" On bis ^ay Uyther, acconjpauied by his 
Daughter, they w«fe furiooMy attacked fey a party of. Welshmen, who were 
up in arms in. that neighbourheod^ to the. number of ten tliousand m^, 
Iir<j^es«hggr?atattachii*ent to the joyal cause. He had with him sevepl 
• chests of Books and MSH which were immediately opened, as also all his 
otlier luggage, pillaged without scruple, and distributed into a thousand 
hands. They next proceeded to drag the Primate and those that were vnth 
him from their liorses,' but some officers, gentlemen of the country, coining 
up caused the horses and many articles of lugcage to be restored, kindly 
sought, but in vain, to recover the books, which were now very widely 
dispersed, and brought him- to Sir John A uberry's bouse, where he was "cry 
dvilly received and entertained that night. « When he had retired himself," 
says Dr. Parr, " I never saw him so much troubled in my fife ; and those 
that were with him before myself, said tliat he seemed not more couteroed 
for rilhib losses m Ireland than for this, saying to his Daughter and^tho^ 
who endeavoured to comfort him ; I know that it is God's hand ; and I 
eriflc^vour to bear it paUently, iiiough I have too inuch human fraUty, net 

F 2 
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to f>t extremely eoncerced, for I am tronblec! in a very tande^r placp, aiwl 
Ke bas thought fit to take from me all tliat I bave been gathering tojjether, 
kbove these twenty years, and which I intended to pnblish for the advance* 
ineiit of learniair^an4 the fjood of the Chorch/ But next rooming he wa* 
visited by several of the Clergy and Oentlcraen of the Country, who 
kmdiy condoled wit^ him on tbejoss he had sustained, and comforted him 
with the assnrance that they wt>nld be able to recover fo> him such books 
and papei-9 as had not suffered from fire or other accidents. They 
accordingly notified in all the Churches, that those who had any of tlieni 
in their possession most immediately restore tBem to their respective 
Ministers ^nd Landbrds. The notice was obeyed, the books and manu< 
<^t8 sent in parcels to St* Donate*s, and in the conrse of two or three 
months the major part were again recoyered by the rightful owner. The 
restoration of what he valued so highly must doubtless have afforded htm 
the utmost delight — Sit bona likrorum was bis constant clesire, and if pro- 
vided with plenty of literary food, he was very far from being solicitous about 
Horace's second wish, proviso fmgis in Mtmum eopUt^ he permitted the 
morrow to take care of the things of the morrQw^ thought very little of time/ 
and baring his loins girt, was ever mindful of another scene. Would to 
God tl^it all other literary characters gave the same heavenly tendency {• 
their studies, that this holy patriarchal character gave his ! 

At St. Donqtes he spent much time in comnlthisr the books and mamiscripta 
deposited in the Library of the Castle which bad been collected by Sir 
Kdward Stradliug, the antiquary, where he procnred many finable matters 
relative to the antiquities of Wales and Britain. Shortly afWr bis arrival 
he vras a^icted nith a very dfingeron^ and severe i]hie«, which ended in a 
very violent bleeding at the nose tltat continued for forty honrs. Tke 
Physicians entertained no hopes of his recovery, he was apparently at the 
point of deaths butsnddenly the bleeding abated, and be became gradnrily 
restored to his accustomed health and vigonr. In the course of bis illness 
be evidenced much patience and submission to the divine will, solemnly 
warned aU who were about bhn of tlie danger of defening the consideration 
of their eternal interests to the hour of their last sickness, and declared his 
appreheuHioii that *• a death-bed repentnnce will avail ns little if we have 
lived vainly and vicionsly, and neglected our conversion, till we can sin no 
longer.** He exhorted them to believe on the name of the Lord Jesua 
Christ, to live in hcliness of life, " and then," saidbe, .<< yon will find the 
comfort efit at your death: and your change will be happy." While he 
was yet bleeding, a member of th? then House of Commons came to visit 
him, whom, he thus solemnly warned, '* Sir^ yon^wte I am w^k, and cannot 
expect to live many hours, you are returning to the Parliament, lam 
going to Oo6f my blood and my life is almost spent ; I ckai<|eyon to tell 
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ihem from me, thtt t know they are ia the wrong, and have dealt i^ 
injurionsly with the Kliiz, ami I am not mistaken in this mattm** Sn 
seriously concerned was he at the yile conduct ef thos^ republican Dssmons! 
He also assured Dn Parr on this occasion, in answer to an interrogatory 
from him, that he had most wrongfully been accused of consenting; to the 
death of his friend^traflfb^d. The Ring too hearing it very currently 
reported that the Archbishop t»d terminated his mortal fife, assured Colonel 
William Legge, and Mr. Kirk, Gentlemen of his Bedchamber, *' that he 
wds very sorry for his dealh, together with high expressions of his piety 
and merits : but one there pi'esent i epiied, that he believed he might be io» 
were it not for his persuading ymir Msyesty to consent to the Earl of 
Strailbrd's execution; To wliich tiie King^in a great passion returned, that 
it was ihlse : For, said th« Khig, after the Bill was past, the Archbishop 
came tome sa]^mg, with tears In his eyes. Oh ? Sir, what have yon done f 
I fear this act may prove a great trouble to yOnr conscience : and pray 
Odd that your Majesty may never suffer by the signing of this Bill*" How . 
fiillydoes this circumstance prove the amiable nature of the Primate'f 

character, and the sensibility of his tender spirit. 

- • 

During our Prelate's residence in Wales a surreptitious copy of his Bodf 
0/ Divuntyy or the 8m^ and Suh$(ance of the Chrutum^ Reli^Um, was pub* 
lished in London by Mr^ Pownhame. He had drawn up this work, in the 
form of question and 9BS>v^, for his own .private use when a ybung man* 
without any v^ toward* if publication. He lent copies of it to some 
importunate friends, by which means it found its way to the press ; an4 
A. D. 1653, he published his Principlee nf the Chrhtiai^ iSe/tfton, an abridga* 
mentofthefpmii^ri ilfhjieh 1^ had originally extracted for the benefit ^f 
^ift famiiyi 

A. n. 1646, being fully re-established in health, fearing to visit London, ' 
and ignorant of any place of safety in the kingdom where he could retire, he 
resolved to visit the Continent, obtained a pass for that purpose from the 
ilarl^f Warwick, had prepared a vessel for his voyage, but Molton, the 
Parliamentary Vice-Admiral, entering the road of Caerdiffe with hissquadroi^ 
be was obliged to apply for a new pass from him, which was roughly refused^ 
accompanied with a threat that he would take hilm in^o custody. Shortly 
after this disarpointment ho received a very friendly invitation f^om the 
excellent Countess of Peterborough, entreating him to reside with her, 
promising" to secure him from molestation, and warmly expressing her 
affection and her gr^titu'f^ to liim as having been the means^ofho' husband's 
conversion, who bad now retired from a troublous world to enjoy the blissful 
visions of his Saviour's glpiy, and realize' the excellence of those divine 
principles he had imbibe u here, through the iustrnnientahty of our holy 
Prelate. To opdertake this journey it became neo^iy ta replenish hlf 
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ipnree, now entirely exliausted. Unablp to provide the raeans himself, irao^ 
of his benevolent DeigUbCMiP9r who sympathised with his xni^foctMnes, were 
induced to remit , him several ifuins of money to a considerable amouBt, 
without tiie privity pf eax;h ot^er. He was Uhu en^blc;^ to supply^ his 
l^resent need, and to repair the June follovii^ t«, London, where Latjy 
^Peterborough thon resided^ and from this period h^wnH usually an iiuiMitr' 
in one or other x^' her houses. As he passed through, Gloueester, his zeal f(fr 
the cause of his Diviae Matter induced him^ to, visit Biddle, the celebrated 
Socinituiy who wa^ then dangerously ill. iUpple.h^ thus quoted |ke cir* 
ctnnstance from X* Edwards, thai ^^^learned' and Godly Di\|ine/^ Usher 
''spoke ^^thJiim and iv^edhim wif^hfiU ^lirnes&aMid'pity, %a. well as strength 
.of^rgumonts to convince him of.his.dangerom .error; a l^inister of .tiie 
city of Gloucester^ told me tiie Hi^hop laboured to convioce hm that 
cithei^he was in a damnable eifri>r» or else the whole Churcli of hriAt, wli» 
h^d inajli^cs worshipped the.Ijqly Ghost, had b^en guilty ot Idolatry ; hut 
. the ntaa was.no whit moved by the ^Ifsaraing, gravity,. fH^ly> or zeal of Ui^ 
good Bishop, but continued obstinate." pn his arrival in the Metropolb he 
gave th^ necessary information of it to the Parliamentshy Committee, at 
•CMddkvttth'i Htll ; ^nb immediately snihmoned him before theni, enquired 
|>y vfhose anthortty he left London, where he had remained dm^infe' hh 
tidys^nce, and whether Sir Charles Coot'c or any othey person cveV^'ked hirtt 
•to use his iAnfltaetiee 'Witb the K\n^ to graut a toleration of Relij^on in 
Ifeliind. Kfe replied fitat life had a Parliamentary pass to Oirford, anfd 
'd^lared that iieitlier Sir C.'Coote Or any other person ever sdti^t to make 
f6ttk acerdse JtKJh a ^JoWet- over the King, and also that oh the arrival oFthe 
Irish Agtnts at *Ox!wd, he entreated his Majesty not to enter into aiiy 
Tegnlation respecting religion in Ireland without consulting him, that t!u^ 
recpiest was acceded to, that the King and Con^l dechu«d against a 
toleration, and that he jiimself always regarded such a ineasure. as invoWui^ 
thedajiger of the Protestant Religion. The. Cliairman of the Committee 
tfajen oifered ^^^, ^^^ negative oath, which, liad purposely been formed for tl^e 
iKUierents of the King, but he requested them to allow him time to con&idvr 
it, which beii^.^ranted he retired, and was never ^uminoned to appeur 
•gam, for which he was indebted to the kind interference of Selden, a^d 
.Isis other iriendft in ParUament. He soon afterwards attended Lady .Peter- 
borough to her residence at Jugate in Surry, where he usually preached 
^ther in the Parish Church, orinlier Chapel, and where he was visited by 
the most respectable Gentlemen and Clergy, that they foight enjoy the 
advantage of his improving conversation, and derive benefit from hit 
instructions in religion. 

Eatriy in* the Year 164.7, he was appointed Preacher to the Honourable 
B&t^ty of LhiieohiVlDn; and was allowed very commodioti», Well faroishtd 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Iv 

i|)ftrtm«iits by the ]pendiers, epe of whom ^as his ftvoid Hal^, afteriraTvli 
Lord Chief Justice. He was here treated with every respect and honour ^bj 
his new congregation, and prettched regularly every term for eight years« 
At the expiration of that period, having lost many of his teeth, and being 
nearly deprived of his sight, he was compelled to retire from his charge, by 
^hom his removal from among them was regarded as a very dfflictiv* 
providence. • , ' 

Unabated ia his literary ardour he ]Mibli9hed iii X6^7 hh jipp«n&t 
%]ui<iapM, containug the genuiiie un»tfir|)olated Epistkis of Ignatius, wilk 
• new Latin version ; an authentic HisliMry of the m»tyrd«itflof thatSaint ; 
the epia^les of Tibenanust Pliny, and Trajan vespetstiqg the constancy «f 
themai-tyi&; and the Epistle of thie Dmrcb of Smyrna iseneermng tt|« 
martyrdom of Polycarp. This year also he pubtialied his Diutribti 4» 
Romarut Ecclesia Sifmboh Aposlvlico vetere^ et aliisjidei formulU. In tltii 
work lie gave a teamed account of the various citpies of the Apostles Creed 
formerly used in the Roman Church, fMifal^hed several ancient fiu'mulanei 
«r faith) and some other similar monuments of antiquity. 



In the beginning of the following year he pnblished hSs vety 
chronological work on tbe« introducticfn of the Macedonian Solar yekr 
into GVeece. In< this dissertation he instituted ai comparison of tbeiiBMr 
«nd tolar months with the jbIibr, and those of other nations ; fixed the time 
ofthe Martyrdom of Polycarp.; hdd down the entire arrangement of tiie 
Asiatic and Macedonian year ; and subjoined a Grecian andRomanEphenaeii^ 
whidi was the first attempt made in t^ Country to frame a true A^tnoiM* 
mical Calendar. 

Xn the same year 1648, his Majesty, who was then a piisoner oi the Me 
of Wight, sept for Usher to consult him respecting the Episcopal arrang^e- 
inents, which he was compelled to institute as his last hope of safety. Usher 
of course repmre^ immediately to Carrisbrook Castle, and once more sub- 
mitted his expedient, for' the amalgamation ^f Puritans and Chnrchm^ t» 
t)ie consideration ot the King, who at length professed himself willing f 
ac^pt it But hia cenoessious, alas, were now too late, the ^otch anil 
finglish Presbyterians were now grown too extraragant in their demands, 
and notbung but the blood of their Monarch could afford them satiety. 
Immediately on^his ari-ivalat the port, he pr^ched before his royal 
master, f^m Oen: xlix. 3, ** Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, 
and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of my dignity, and the 
excellency of power* In this sermon he enhirged very amply on the just 
rights and prerogative of the King, apd proved that heredit&ry monarchy was 
as well entitled to the excellency of power as to the excellency of dignity. 
The acoount of this discoitfM; with axdy additions, soon reached the M«« 
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lipopolis, and the Preacher almost as soitm was laitipooiied lo dl the eptiemerat 
iSrritings of the day. PreTitfat to his leaving London be also preached at 
lincoln^S'Inn, from Isaiah Tiii. 12, 13, '* Say ye jiot a confederacy to alt 
tliem, to whonl'thii people shall saiy a confedeiUcy, neithbr fear yon their fear, 
■or be afraid : SanetH^ the Lord of Hosts himself, and lat him be yoor tear 
and let hhn be yoni^dread," and very pointeitly reprobated the covenants and 
confederacies, wkteh were so generally entered into at that period a^nst the 
Crown, and th^ rhil interests of th« Ctfont^, Thtis vaitianfly did this yU 
gorotis champion of every rdigioiis irvth, eteiy manly sentf ment, and evefjT 
constitnttonal ^#finci|>le, boldly prodatm the 90th of disobedience in a Sub* 
ject, the hehi(jit»mitore (ff ^ebelUon, and the anthority with which the higher 
powers were entrostcd by heaven, fWr thp exertion of heaven's pnrposes, at 
Ifac vety time whcft the advocacy o/such opinions was regarded as construe^ 
live treasotf. 

Hie t*rimaie fiaving failed in bis attempt io reconcile the King, and la* 
rebellions Honse of Commons, left the Isle of Wight, and stopping at South- 
aniptoii was v^y lundly received by the chief Gentry of the Town, and was 
retpiested also to preach there on the sncceeding Sunday* With this solici- 
tatiou he complied, but was very ^ soon waited on by the Governor of the 
Carison to entreat he wopld decline preaching, as it might be of ill coiise- 
^nence to tlie place, and to intimate in iitl that he would not be permitted 
to enter any Fulpit^ that town. So great a dread did be enlertain ef 
Vsber** inculcating too pfaunly the obedience owed by the Sufa^t to the So- 
vereign, and, of his exposing the guilt of that horrid villainy, which waa then 
lueditated* The King was very soon after brought into Southampton as 
H Prisoner, and if Rebellioii wal generally regarded as a crime, the Cover* 
nor had very good reason to believe that an mforinod people Would rise tf 
vindicate a Mooardi'S injured t1gl>ts. 

The memoiable TMrtietk of fanaaryy 1649, now tpeedfly arrived^ the ui- 
lernal pageantry, yoliped the trial of Charles Stewart, planned in Pandein#> 
niinm wasnow speedily gvi up by Pandemonium's Potentates ^nd Peers, with 
decorations suitable to the vitiated taste of a cormpted nation, and he who bad 
•nee received the homage of a grateful people, was new condemned and pro>< 
nounced a traitor by men who gloried in their breach of all constitutional 
prindplet, and were daily committing the most atrocions acts of treason j he 
was conducted to the scaffold by men v^he had sworn allegiance to his govero* 
inent, fidelity to his person, and unqualified leesistance to all oppugnen of his 
authority $ and he was executed in the sight of many, vrho though they once 
were among th& number of his courtiers, had deserted hhn when fallen, and ia 
\ thesight.of others, ntho vrhile they lamented bis misfortunes^ vamt com* 
ailseratedin his snflfeiiigSy were onable te rfeicoe Urn fSr^m the oowarda icha 
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tniyeil, the vlUiiiis wlijo imi>risone d, or tlie assassins who slew him. Amon;; 
those, who respected their monarch, but had no power »o prevent his murJer, 
ftnJ were witnesijesof this Irorrifyinsj catistrophe, was that venerable "relate*, 
the circnmstancea of whose life we liave been recording. H • was at thi< 
time with Lady Peterboroasrh at Tharin? Tross, and some of the family, ^ 
who had prevlonsly ifonc ont on the leads of 'he hoose, from whonre they 
liad a fnll view of Wliitehall, came down, when the Kine ai»peared npon the 
scaffbld, to entreat him to retnrn with them, and once more behold his vene- 
rated and unfoniuiate master. At fir^t nnvrilling to comply, lie at length con« 
tented; bat when he saw the herelitary Oov^mor of Bnfain ei»?.iared 
in the last monrnful vindication of his conduct, he sighed deeply, and with « 
luindfl and etes upraised to heaven, suffused with tears, he prayed with per* 
ceptible earnestness; and wlien he saw the masked Executioners preparing to 
ihUii their dreadful office, no longer able to wi ness a scene so horrible and 
(remendousi, or endure a «|>ectacle so atrocious and diabolical, in which snch 
, foul indiffnitles were offered to royalty, li^ swooned into the arms of his at* 
tendants, and was at length relieved, when laid upon his coneh, by an abun- 
dant effusion of tears, and the most ardent supplications to the throne of 
mercy. 

During the disasters, which followed, and the tyranny, which sneeeeded, onr 
worthy Primate devoted himself to the labours of his stndv, and the exercisa 
of his ministerial duty, openly reprobated the ii*ur|>ation nf Cromwell an 'I hig 
proceedings, and constantly endeavoured to administer consolation to t^e suf- 
fering adherents of the murdered King. Often did lie observe, fhat the pre* 
sent order of things wou!d be reversed, kindly government re,H*ore I, ^nj ha 
himself retire from the troublous scene, bff«)re the hoped for cons.imniation. 
He even remarked, not long before his death, that the disposition of Crom« 
well, resembled that of the Grecian Tyrants, which as it ori^inate<| in a pre- 
ponderance of military power, ^o did it usually terminate with the death of 
the Usurper. A. D. 1650, he published his profound and oru ite perform- 
ance, the Annals of the Old Testament ; a work begun, as already has been 
recorded, at a very early age. It commences with the earliest notices of 
mundane transactions , conchides with the reign of \ntiochiis Fpiphanes, 
A. M. -^S'iS, contains the succession of the Baby'onisb, Persian, and iVfaredo* 
ni^n IVIonarchs; the concurrent Olympiads, the Syncronis'\is of .sac»e«t and 
profane History, and an account of the most remarkable EcfipsHji of 'he 
Sun, with reference to his Chronological statements. Tlie second p irt of tLis 
work, which is carried on to the destruction of Jerusalem, hy Vespasian^ 
issued from the Press in 1654, He very fully detailed in this volume, the 
state ef the Macedonia Empire, under the Asiatiek and Egyptiau Kings; 
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gave an txntt aecaunf of tae affsiifs of the Roman Enjpiie in the East ; and 
also added a narration of the New Testament History, as far as the year T3, 
and the parallel circumstances noticed by tJte Greek and Koman writers of 
that period. 

On the fourteenth of December tHus Vear, although he bad diseonUvcwd 
his praciise of preaching to large auditoriesi he preached the fimeral 
lermon, on the death of his fiieud Selden, in Compliance wtih ihe par^icuJfir 
request of the Executors of that learned and cejebrated Baxiister, whom be 
had visited during his Illness, and for whom he entqrtailic'd the highest 
regard. He pronounced a very high and deserved encomiiim ^ the 
deceased ; and with mnch humility, but very Utile truths declared him 
to be '< so great a scholar, that hiiascU' wus scarce worthy to carry big books 
after him." 

Cromwell, who evidenced great anxle^ not to becMttdcred as a pfincimtor 
of those, who diaagreed with him in reJigions o{M|ii«nt, sent about this umm 
for Usher, The Primate, at Ttst nnwiUiag to obey tho maaiiate, rf»ohf«d, 
apon cousideraiion, to comply, fearing that his re&sal would only enrage 
the Protector agaiu&t him, and at the same time, hopiag tiiat lie might be 
able to effect some g(»od, or prevent some evil. The Despot received him 
with much civility, conversed with him, it is reported, on the most probable 
means of advancing the Protestant iiitereat^, and with some cantinn; expres* 
sions dismissed him.' A. D. 165^, Ut<her was entreated by some of the 
Orthoclojt Divines, to wait again on Cromwell, and refjiiest him to allow 
the Kiiiscopal Clergy the free exercise of their religious srr vices, as he had 
previously forbade them to instruct y.outh, or paform uy part of their 
ministerial functions, under the severest penalties Ushei" found a Sursreon 
cn^jasjed in dressing a large boil on the Protector's breast, who said to him^ 
** if the core were once out, I should be quickly Well.'* " I doabt," replied 
the Primate, ** the core lies deeper ; there is a coreattlie heart, that must 
be taken out, or else it will not be well. ** Ah," said Oliver, with seem- 
ing nnconcemr " so there is indeed," ami sisthed. He soon told the 
Primate, that his Council advised him not to grant ai^ toleration to men so 
implacable to bis government and person j and his Grace, finding pen^uasion 
needless, returned honie, disappointed, chagrined^ and surprised at the 
perfidy of the man, who had promised, at a picvious interview, to yield to his 
entreaties, and now refused to ratify the concessions he had before made. 
** Tliis false man," said he to Parr, " hath broken his word with me, and 
reiiises to perform what he promised ; well he will have little cause to 
glory in hw wickedness, for he will not continnie lopgj the l^x^ wHi retnrii» 
and dioHgh I shall not live to seo. it, you may./ 

In the February following, he left London for Ryegate, and took leave 
ef hii relations for the last time. His earthly eonrso was nearly run, and 
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jrtt hU mind And body were as vigorous fa could be expected for his 
advanced period of life ; but his sight had become *80 weak from an un- 
wearied application to study, that he wan only able to write, in a strong light, 
and was, therefore, compelled to follow the smi from one wmdow to another. 
Had his life been spared until the succeeding winter, it was his intention 
to have employed an amanuensis. He was now constantly engaged in the 
consideration of another world, and in tbe contemplation of his own dis« 
solution, which was fast approaching. It had bren his habit to make some 
remark in his almanack, opposite the day of his birth ; -his observation this 
year, 1655, was ** now a*ed 75 years, my dayi are full f and immediately 
after in large letters RESIGNATION; so fully was he aware, that the 
liour of liiA departure was at hand, and so entirely was he resigned to the 
will of his Divine Master. Not long before his death he heard Dr. Parr 
preach, and said afterwards, " I thank you tor your sermon. ; I am going out 
•f the world, and I now desire, according to your text, to seek those thingi 
which are abovey where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God, and to be 
with him in heaven; of which said he, we ought not to doubt, if we can 
evidence to ourselves omr own conversion, true faith, and love, and live in the 
exercis^ of those christian srraces, and virtues, with perseverance j mortifying 
daily our inbred corruptions, renouncing all ungodliness^ and worldly lusts; 
and he, who is arrived at this habitual frame and holy course of life, is the 
blessed, and happy man, and may rejoice in hope of a gloriois eternity in 
the kingdom of heaven, to receive that inheritance given by God, to those 
that are sanctified,'' Parr mentions, that his conversation at this period re- 
sembled more that of one freed from all the incumbrances of the flesh, than of 
•ne, who was ,yet a 4)ilgrim and a sojoarner here. ** But since," says that 
Biographer, it had been usual with him to insist on things of this nature, 
when we were together, and he was at this time in health, I did not believe, 
tnat his chdnge was so near, as he presaged : yet he himself hiid other 
thoughts, and it proved he was not mistaken." On March ^:(), in the 
^evening, heiiist complained of a pain in his hip. ' That day he had remained 
in his study, as long as it was light, and then went to visit a lady in the 
same house, who was dangerously ill. He spent an hour in endeavouring 
to lead her to torm conteptions of her situation, apd seemed to exphtin the 
mysteries of the heavenly l auaan, as if, like Moses fom Mount Pisgah, he 
bad a full view of tiie gloiioiis inheritance; which awaited hiuu He had now 
been fifty five years an Herald of (»od's will to man, an amba&sauor of 
the glorious Gospel of Christ; and he concluded his embassy with the 
emphatic derlaration of his important message. Tiie next morums tho 
pain ill his hip, wh.ch he at liist thought was the sciatica, was accompanied 
with d givat pain in his side A Ph>siciaa wa> sent for, and tiie medicines 
Sttppoied to be requisite were ordered j but $o far from abating, they 
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•nly increased the Tiolence of his complaint, vrbicb, after hf| decease, yft$ 
ascertainrd to be a pleurisy. He now applied himself wholly to Iiis 
devotions, and the (^oiAitess of Petfrborougirs Chaplain prayed with hlra. 
Receiving so!ne intermission from pam, he addressed a solemn wammg to 
all, who were around hmi, to prepare for death and judgment. He next took 
an affectM»nate la'cwell of h^r Ladyship, from whom he had received such 
repeated kui'tness, and gave her s(mie mosi excellent advice; and then 
requested to be left alone. The last words he was heard to utter were, 
O Ln:d forgive me, especially my sins cf omission. He had frequently express- 
ed his desire, thaT he might die like Mr. Perkins, praying for mercy and 
forgiveness, confident that such language was mast befitting the fallen sons 
of Adam. Eveq wiien redeemed from their lost estate^ he knew them to be 
sinners still: and though giace migfit enable t|iose, who were ransotned from 
tlie fail, to live consistently with their pfofi^ssion ; he well knew that imper- 
fection was ^tamped upon their best performances, and that their holiest 
services demanded rhe application of atoning blood. It was surely most 
ungeneious in Bishop Burnet to^^ imagine, and still more ungenerous to publish 
his ronjeoture, without any document to warrant it, that, according to his 
opinion, Usiier *' di«1 not bestir himself suitable to the obUgations, that lay en 
bini in carrying on" " tlie rough work of refbrmtng abuses ;" it " sat heavy 
on his thou;: hts, when he came to die;' and drew fbith the bombl^ and 
contrite expi-e&sions, which we have already noticed, as having then escaped 
liim. This accusation n»ts entirely /on the supposed cuipabihty of the 
Primates conduct with respect to Bedell, which we have already discussed^ 
and, concerning 'whirJi, we shal> add but one or two observations. Usher 
knew, that Btdcil had acted iilei:aily in his eagerness to reform ecclesiastical 
abuses It was therefore impossible for him to defend him. He wou(d 
have been delighted to have effected the reform; but he was not possessed of 
the powe^** Bedell, to remedy the evil, sat as Judge in his own Court; but 
TJbLer, ignorant of the laws, pleaded mecum habuo^ qvjam sit mhi curta 
svp' lUx ; and declared, " my Chancellor is better skilled in the laws, than 
I am^ and far better able tO manage affafrs of that kind." Besides he judged, 
that if , the Bishops generally exercised' such a jurisdiction^ the evil, so far 
from being diminished, would be increased; and appealed to an instance of a 
bishop, wiio sat in his own Courts, and in whom there was to be found 
** moi c injustice and oppression, than in all the Cliancellors in the whoje 
kingdom put together.*' It must be obvious, from this statement^ tliat his 
i:onduct was in no wise reprehensible ; and therefore could never have em- 
bittered his dying moments. The ^ only reluctance he evidenced to assist 
Bedc'll in the »re formation of the ecclesiastical courts, was a reluctance in 
tiic first instance, to countenance any illegal measure ; and, in the next, to 
permit a precedent to be formed, whi^h, he thought, would be injurious in 
its consequences^ and introduce still greater epmiption* Of this charge ht 
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therefore stands acqnitted ; and his dying words are solely to be rtgardai 
as a cuDfessioii ot bis just knowledge of the human heart, his own in partica* . 
lar, and of the forgiveness, which all need. Thus died, fall of faith, in tha ^ 
fitly sixth year ot t-is niinistry, and the seventy-sixth year of lus age, on th« 
Sftb of March, 1656, the venerable U»\er; a name, which, as -it has, 
hitherto* so «<ionld it for ever be embalmed and enshrined in th* 
gratf'ftil remembrance of the virtuons, the learned, and the wise. His 
translation from the Prelacy of Meath, to the Primaey of Armagh, 
preceded hin translation to the royal priesthood in heaven, thirty-ont. 
years. Here lie appeared for a little while, like some vast lonunary, which, 
moving in an ecce.iric oibit, approached our sphere, and again returned . 
to hi^ perihelion staiioii to enjoy the glories of the celestial world. Tha 
hundreth Bishop of Armagh, be nobly and illustriously closed the first cen- 
teiinary of Irisli > nmates. Patrick, who was the fimt, introduced the light 
ff th( gloiious Gospel of Christ into Ireland; while our disthisaished Prelate' 
vectored it in it^ purity ; taught it in its simplicity $ maintained it in its 
•xceilence against the efforts of all, who would either ha?e deteriorated its 
doctrines, enervated its precepts, or weakened its authority; exemplified its 
holy character in his life and conversation ; and proved its efilicacy to adni- 
■ister consolation and support, in the days of his affliction, and at the hour 
•f his death. 

Wlien his relations became acquainted with the melancholy tidings of bis 
decease, they gave the necessary orders for his fimeral ; but the fall of so 
nighty a man in Israel, was too sensibly deplored throughout the nation to 
permit nis burial to be private $ and Cromwell, desurous of obtaining m 
character for liberality qt' senthnent, ordered his remains to be publicly 
niterred, with all the honours due to so great a personage, at Westminst^ 
Abbey. His interment took place, April 17, 165d, according to the rites of 
the Church of England ; and Dr. Bernard, his Grace's Chaplain, preached m . 
^ sermim on the occasion from 1 Sam xxv. 1. And Samuel diedf and all the 
Taraelitet were gathered together y and lamented Kimy and buried him. This 
sermon was afterwards published, and. haS frequently been referred to in 
this narrative. 

Usher was, in his person, of moderate stature, sanguine complexion, brown 
hair, and of a grave countenance, expressive of good nature, and command- 
ing reverence and respect. Surely no man ever deserved to receive both 
more, than he did. Courteous, affable, and forgiving, he never committed, 
^r r^iirned an injury. Elevated itf hb situation in lifi;, and endowed with 
tlie most capacious understanding, eminent in learning, and no less eminent 
in piety, hunality was the most prominent feature in his character. Bene- 
telent in his disposition, he was active m charity, and even when distressed. 
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hixtxUit, hi< hdn^emtt im t^ry ^iddy fdt By fab fellew sufliriog conatryi 
mtA, On one oceasidfi, wh^n deeply engaged in study, a poor Iriihwomaa 
caitte to bini at Lady Peterborougirs, and demanded alms : he simply told 
lieir he vrat unable to comply with so many reqnests of that kind, and she 
ifithout any importunity retired, imploring divine blessings ' upon him.— 
Ifteflecting afterwards, that she might perhaps have been a fit object for hi* 
bounty, he sent some of the doroestics after her, who returned without 
finding hger. Being much distressed, that this search was ineffectual, he sent 
his own servant, who was not wifliin at the time of the occurrence, to inqoii-e 
fbr the woman the next morning, at those places where the Irish usually 
resorted to in London. The servant was unable to effect his errand, and the 
Primate was considerably concerned at being so hasty in his refusal. 

Itt pteadnig be was eloquent and freipieiit, as has already been relaled. 
We biife yet to Mention, that bis termoas were, so hr, exteoporaaeoas, that 
tbe beads enly were connaitted to papei ; and it is evident, freni what we' 
banre before recorded, tfaat tbey were alwi^s declaratory of the grand 
■ebeme df vedemption throngb a cmeified Saviour. He was very careful not 
ta ateik any persons iato the ministerial officet who were unqualified to 
•Kerdae its holy functions. " Z^A^adisadiMy iia^iiiaii,*wasa precept, 
which he most conscientiously regarded. Il&only ordamed one person, 
who was not acquainted with the learned kinguages, an English mechanie 
ia bit own IH^ceia, a pious man, wbo read and knew much of the BiMe, 
w» well acquainted with works of practical divinity, and wis extretnely 
anxious to be actively engaged in the sacred caUing. Thw pMkmf when he 
appbed to tbe Primate for ai^iaatlon, was ignorant of Irish ; but his Grace, 
rtaaarlung that his preoohmg would be of little use, nnless it was understood 
by tbe people, the man promised to acquire tbe hmguage of the natives^ 
which being enabled to effect in a year, he was ordahied, an^ W9i pa» means 
of ooBvet ting many papists, and waa a very eminent Mkiister^ 

We have, now bruui(ht to a conclusion the life of this venerable Patriarch, 
who^was alike distinguished lor his piety, and his learmng, his loyalty, and his 
patriotic virtues. It would be needless to dilate further eu his character, it 
has already been described with sufficient accuracy. It is only necessary to 
add further, what was before remarked 6f Augustine, O virum ad t$tiif$ 
eccle&us pubCkwn uiUittiem, wtum,fMctnm, datumque divinUml 
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Page ?ii) line 16, Ibr p^iUk^i read petemkaL 
^ Toaa, line 27, for It read /. 
•— xxYii, line 31, for waUcetk read wastah. 
— xHz, line 1, for errtr^ read U^ mM, The 
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